
THE SUMNER FAM I LY

C o m p i l e d b y C h r i s t i n e ( P a r a d i s e ) S um n e r , w i f e o f W i l l i a m Parks
Sumner J r . a nd mo t h e r o f A n n E l i z a b e t h (Sumne r ) < j a nd J o h n
W i l l i a m Sumner. Colemen!

The name Sumn e r . i s d e r i v e d f r o m t h e wo rd "somenour"™ or
"summoner" as o n e who ‘summoned p e o p l e to c o u r t in t h e e a r l y d a y s .
Today p e o p l e a r e s e r v e d w i t h a "summons," a p a p e r commanding them
t o a p p e a r i n c o u r t .

The name S umn e r fi r s t a p p e a r s i n t h e y e a r 11 9 9 i n E n g l a n d
where R o b e r t l e S umo n u r i s f o u n d i n L e i c e s t e r s h i r e . I t i s b e l i e v e d
t h a t some e a r l y f a m i l i e s c a l l e d Summer ma y w e l l h a ve descended f r o m
t h e Sumner f a m i l y b u t t h e name Summer is a m o r e common o n e and
r e c o r d s k e e p e r s m a y have c h a n g e d t h e s p e l l i n g i n some c a s e s .

The fi r s t S um n e r known to have come to Amer i ca was o n e W i l l i a m
Sumn e r f o u n d i n D o r c h e s t e r , Ma s s a c h u s e t t s , i n 1 6 3 5 . He c ame t o
t h i s c o u n t r y f r om B i c e s t e r , O x f o r d , E n g l a n d .

A John B i r d Sumner was A r c h b i s h o p o f C a n t e r b u r y i n 1848 and
C o n g r e s s m a n Cha r l e s Sumner was one o f t h e o p p o s i n g l e ade r s who
f o u g h t b i t t e r l y a g a i n s t s l a v e r y t o t h e p o i n t t h a t h e was h a t e d b y
many o f h i s c o n t empo r a r i e s a n d , i n d e e d , was p h y s i c a l l y a t t a c k e d b y
a R e p r e s e n t a t i v e f r o m S o u t h C a r o l i n a .

The S um n e r s o f Jackson C o u n t y , A labama, and p o s s i b l y most o f
t h e descendan t s by t h a t name i n t h e S o u t h , descend f r o m W i l l i a m
Sumner who came to Ame r i ca f r o m En g l a n d a b o u t 1 6 9 0 - 9 1 j u s t a f t e r
W i l l i a m and M a r y ascended t h e t h r o n e .

W i l l i a m Sumner s e t t l e d i n V i r g i n i a and owned a "manor
p l a n t a t i o n " i n I s l e o f W i g h t . ( A n o t h e r r e c o r d s a y s h e s e t t l e d o n
t h e Nansemond R i v e r ) . H i s w i f e ' s name is unknown. H i s p a r e n t s a r e
s a i d t o have been W i l l i a m Sumner and h i s w i f e E l i z a b e t h Clemen
( f r o m a book o n t h e Sumner f a m i l y f o u n d i n t h e Te n n e s s e e S t a t e
L i b r a r y and A r c h i v e s b y Wa l t e r S um n e r o f M e n t o n e , A l a b ama ) .
W i l l i a m had a t l e a s t s i x c h i l d r e n : JETHRO, JOHN, JAMES, WILLIAM
J r . , DEMPSEY and a d a u g h t e r , BARSHEBA. M o r e o n t h e s e c h i l d r e n
l a t e r .

E a r l y Sumne r s in Nansemond C o u n t y , V i r g i n i a , w e r e : D em p s e y,
Jacob S r . , J acob , J ame s , J e t h r o , J o s . , P e t . , R i c h a r d , S amu e l ,
W i l l i a m , H e s i k o i k ( ? ) , E dmd . , J o h n , Thomas, G e o r g e , J o h n , G e o r g e .

The S um n e r s o f Jackson C o u n t y , A labama, descend f r o m JOHN
S um n e r , s o n o f t h e above W i l l i a m . H e was b o r n abou t 1705 and d i e d
about 1 7 5 4 , m a r r i e d E l i z a b e t h



W i l l i a m i s f o u n d i n " A b s t r a c t s o f N o r t h C a r o l i n a W i l l s " c o m p i l e d

f r o m t h e o r i g i n a l and r e c o r d e d w i l l s i n t h e o f fi c e o f S e c r e t a r y o f
S t a t e b y J . B r y a n G r i m e s , S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e . P u b l i s h e d R a l e i g h ,
N o r t h C a r o l i n a b y E . M . U z z e l l & C o m p a n y , S t a t e P r i n t e r s & B i n d e r s ,
1 9 1 0 ,  p .  3 6 5 :

A p r i l 1 8 , 1 7 5 4 , J a n u a r y C o u r t 1 7 5 5 . ( F a i l e d t o n o t e t h e
c o u n t y ) . John S u m n e r , d e c e a s e d . S o n s : Samuel ( p l a n t a t i o n where
I n o w l i v e ) , W i l l i a m ( l a n d I b o u g h t o f J o s e p h & G r e g o r y S t a l l i n g s
& John K n i g h t & 3 n e g r o e s ) , J a c o b , JOSEPH, ( l a n d a t T a r R i v e r
b o u g h t o f Abraham Odum & 5 n e g r o e s ) , M o s e s ( l a n d b o u g h t o f W i l l i a m
Webb i n B e r t i e C o u n t y & 4 n e g r o e s ) , D a u g h t e r , E l i z a b e t h B a t t l e
( w i f e o f E l i s h a ) . W i f e and E x e c u t r i x , E l i z a b e t h .

W i t n e s s e s were : J o s e p h J o n e s , John B e n t o n S r . , J a s e n C a m p b e l l ,
R o s a n n a R i d d i c k , J e t h r o B e n t o n . C l e r k o f C o u r t , W i l l H a l s e y .
I m p r e s s i o n o f c o r o n e t o n s e a l .

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t John S u m n e r l e f t h i s s o n ,
J o s e p h , l a n d o n Ta r R i v e r and when J o s e p h S r . made h i s w i l l h e l e f t
h i s l a n d o n T a r R i v e r t o h i s s o n , J o h n . H e s a i d t h i s l a n d " I had
o f J e s s e Green" b u t t h e f a c t t h a t he owned l a n d on T a r R i v e r and
o u r J o s e p h a l s o owned l a n d on t h i s r i v e r seems to connect t h i s
f a m i l y beyond a n y doubt t o J o h n , s o n o f t h e e m i g r a n t , W i l l i a m .

F r o m a n o t h e r s o u r c e s e n t to me by M r . J . C . C lemons , J o h n ' s
c h i l d r e n a r e named a s below a n d , a s y o u c a n s e e , t h e y a r e t h e same
names t h a t a p p e a r i n t h e w i l l above.

J a c o b , b o r n about 1720
W i l l i a m , b o r n a b o u t 1722
M o s e s
Samuel ( m a r r i e d M a r t h a "Pa t t y™ A l s t o n )
E l i z a b e t h
J o s e p h ( T h i s was J o s e p h S r . , s e e l a t e r ) .

E l i z a b e t h S u m n e r, d a u g h t e r o f J o h n a n d E l i z a b e t h , m a r r i e d i n
Nansemond C o u n t y , V i r g i n i a , in 1742 a n d d i e d in Edgecomb C o u n t y ,
N o r t h C a r o l i n a 1 9 J a n u a r y 1 7 9 4 . H e r husband was E l i s h a B a t t l e ,
R e v o l u t i o n a r y Wa r s o l d i e r b o r n i n Nansemond C o u n t y , V i r g i n i a , 9
J a n u a r y 1 7 2 3 , d i e d i n Edgecomb C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a , 6 M a r c h
1 7 9 9 . T h e y had a d a u g h t e r , S a r a h B a t t l e , b o r n i n Nansemond C o u n t y ,
V i r g i n i a i n 1 7 4 9 , d i e d i n Edgecomb C o u n t y 1 9 M a r c h 1 8 0 2 . H e r
second husband was H e n r y H o r n J r . b o r n 10 J u n e 1 7 4 4 , d i e d

1 7 8 3 (DAR d a t e s ) i n t h e R e v o l u t i o n a r y W a r , m a r r i e d 1 7 6 7 .
T h e i r s o n , H e n r y H o r n I I I , b o r n 2 1 F e b r u a r y 1 7 8 3 , m a r r i e d L y d i a
R e a d , d i e d i n N o r t h C a r o l i n a i n 1 8 0 9 . They h a d a d a u g h t e r , Sa rah
B a t t l e H o r n , b o r n i n N o r t h C a r o l i n a i n 1 8 0 4 , d i e d i n Te x a s 1 8 8 3 .
She m a r r i e d Samuel M a r i o n C o o p e r , b o r n i n G e o r g i a 1798 and d i e d i n
Te x a s 1 8 8 3 . M o r e o n t h e B a t t l e f a m i l y l a t e r .

John Sumner w i t n e s s e d a d e e d i n Chowan C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a



a s e a r l y a s 1728 (Book 1 , R a y p . 1 6 2 ) . I n 1728 h e a l s o s o l d l a n d

on Hawkins C r e e k to James B r ow n ( R a y , 1 6 2 ) and deed was w i t nessed
b y John Hanna and Thomas Hawkins (Book 2 , p . 4 4 6 - R a y , p . 1 6 2 ) . H e
was a J u s t i c e i n Chowan C o u n t y P r e c i n c t , N o r t h C a r o l i n a , i n 1731
(Book 1 , p . 4 4 9 - - R a y , p . 1 6 2 ) . H e was a p p o i n t e d a v e s t r yman o f S t .
P a u l ' s Church i n Eden t o n , E a s t e r Monda y, A p r i l 3 , 1 7 38 , and Dempsey
was a p p o i n t e d c h u r c h wa rden . O n J u l y 1 0 t h , 1 7 5 0 , John Sumner and
Dempsey Sumner w e r e a p p o i n t e d J u s t i c e s o f t h e Peace f o r Chowan
C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a . (Book 2 , p . 2 9 6 , R a y , p . 1 6 2 ) . A J u s t i c e o f
t h e Peace i n t h o s e da y s was a v e r y i m p o r t a n t o f fi c e .

N o t h i n g ha s been f o u n d o n Jacob S um n e r , s o n o f J o h n , e x c e p t
t h e r e was a Jacob S umn e r i n Da v i d s on C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e , i n 1812
t h a t c o u l d h a v e p o s s i b l y been h i m ( M i n u t e Book 1809 - 1 8 12 , Reco rds
o f Dav idson C o u n t y C o u r t o f J u l y Ses s i o n s 1812 , enume r a t i o n o f f r e e
ma l e i n h a b i t a n t s ) .

N o t h i n g i s known o f John ' s c h i l d r e n M o s e s , Samuel and W i l l i a m .

One Moses Sumner w i t n e s s e d t h e w i l l o f Samuel Webb 2 4 May 1754
(G r imes , p . 1 9 4 ) .

John Sumner w i t n e s s e d a deed o n A p r i l 3 , 1732 , when " W i l l "
Sumner bough t l a n d in Nansemond C o u n t y , V i r g i n i a , "on F r y e r ' s
Pocos in . " T h i s W i l l was p r o b a b l y h i s f a t h e r o r b r o t h e r .

Abraham Odom and h i s w i f e S e b e l l of Edgecomb C o u n t y deed to
John Sumner o f Chowan C o u n t y 1 2 J a n u a r y 1746 . W i t n e s s ed b y G r e g o r y
S t a l l i n g s , W i l l i a m S um n e r , Joseph Sumner (Deed Bk . 3 , p . 6 1 ,
Ho f fman , p . 7 9 ) .

A John Sumner w i t n e s s e d t h e w i l l o f John J o n e s i n Chowan
C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a 2 F e b r u a r y 1735 ( 3 6 7 ) . O c t o b e r C o u r t 1736
( G r i m e s , p . 1 9 4 ) .

Chowan C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a , 2 3 F e b r u a r y 1 7 4 8 , John Sumn e r
w i t n e s s e d t h e w i l l o f Edward A r n o l d (G r im e s , p . 1 0 ) .

P e r q u ima n s C o u n t y , V i r g i n i a , 9 November 1 7 5 3 , A p r i l C o u r t
1 7 5 4 , W i l l o f Abraham B a l l a r d . S o n s : J e t h r o , Kedah; d a u g h t e r s
A p s i l l a B a l l a r d , Ba thsheba B a l l a r d . W i f e E l i z a b e t h . E x e c u t r i x
E l i z a b e t h and John Sumne r . Wi tnesses : John Sumne r , Sarah N o r fl e e t
and P h i l l i s i a N o r fl e e t .

W i l l o f F r a n c i s Camb r i d ge i n U p p e r P a r i s h o f Nansemond C o u n t y ,
V i r g i n i a , 2 F e b r u a r y 1710 . W i f e a n d E x e c u t r i x E l i z a b e t h .
W i t n e s s ed b y Andrew R o s s , James Howard and John Sumner ( G r i m e s , p .
6 0 , Reco rded i n Book 1 7 1 2 - 1 7 2 2 , p . 3 6 , o r i g i n a l m i s s i n g )

The 1790 Census o f Edgecomb C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a shows:



John S um n e r , J o s e p h S u m n e r , H a r t w e l l P h i l i p s , Joseph P h i l i p s

B e n j a m i n P h i l i p s , S a r a P h i l i p s and o t h e r s . . .

SWIFT CREEK, T a r R i v e r a r e a :
E t h e l d r e d P h i l i p s

SPEED a r e a :
H e n r y P h i l i p s

Edgecomb C o u n t y was t a k e n f r o m C r a v e n C o u n t y , G r a n v i l l e f r o m
Edgecomb and O r a n g e f r o m G r a n v i l l e .

The 1790 C e n s u s of Edgecomb C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a shows:

BATTLE , E l i s h a J r . , J a c o b , J e t h r o , John
DRAKE, D a v i d , H e n r y , J e s s e , S a r a h , W i l l i a m
EXUM, Ba rnaba , E t h e l d r e d , John , R a c h e l , Susannah , W i l l i a m ,

W i l l i a m J r .
P H I L I P S , A r t h u r , B e n j am i n , E t h e l d r e d , H a r t w e l l , H e n r y , J o s e p h ,

S a r a h , So lomon
SUMNER, J o h n , J o s e p h ( t h i s was p r o b a b l y f a t h e r and son )

The name BATTLE has been handed down in t h e S umn e r f a m i l y f o r
more t h a n 250 y e a r s . I t c a n now b e s e e n t h a t t h e fi r s t Sumner
c o n n e c t i o n t o t h a t name was when E l i z a b e t h S um n e r , d a u g h t e r o f
J ohn , and g r a n d d a u g h t e r o f W i l l i a m t h e e m i g r a n t , m a r r i e d E l i s h a
B a t t l e abou t t h e y e a r 1742.

The B a t t l e f a m i l y was o n e o f g r e a t d i s t i n c t i o n . T h e r e i s a n
E l i s h a B a t t l e g r a v e y a r d o n C o o l s p r i n g P l a n t a t i o n , Edgecomb C o u n t y ,
N o r t h C a r o l i n a o n h i g hwa y 9 5 . I n t h a t g r a v e y a r d i s f o u n d t h i s
s t o n e ( W i l l i a m s & G r i f fi n , p . 11 l ) :

" E l i s h a B a t t l e , b o r n Nansemond C o u n t y , V i r g i n i a , J a n u a r y 9,
1 7 2 3 , S e t t l e d o n t h i s p l a n t a t i o n i n 1 7 4 7 . Member, C l e r k and f o r
many y e a r s , modera to r o f Kehukee P r i m i t i v e B a p t i s t A s s ' n . Member
f o r 2 0 y e a r s o f P r o v i n c i a l G e n e r a l A s s emb l y, member o f S t a t e S e n a t e
and C o n s t i t u t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n , Edgecomb ' s member o f Commiss ion o f
S a f e t y d u r i n g R e v o l u t i o n . D i e d o n t h i s p l a n t a t i o n Ma r ch 6 , 1799 .
P a t r i a r c h o f t h e B a t t l e C l a n . T h i s s t o n e was e r e c t e d i n 1935 b y
G e o r g e Gordon B a t t l e , New Yo r k . "

T h i s i s t h e o n l y s t o n e f o u n d i n t h i s o l d g r a v e y a r d .

M o r e i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e B a t t l e f a m i l y w i t h c o n n e c t i o n s i n
Dav i d s on C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e , c a n b e f o u n d i n t h e m a n u s c r i p t s e c t i o n
o f t h e Te n n e s s e e S t a t e L i b r a r y and A r c h i v e s .



C a v a l r y C h u r c h y a r d ( E p i s c o p a l ) , Ta r b o r o , N o r t h C a r o l i n a :

M a r y Sumner B l o u n t , r e l i c t o f G e n ' l Thomas B l o u n t , l o n g a
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n C o n g r e s s f r o m t h i s D i s t r i c t a n d d a u g h t e r o f G e n ' l
J e t h r o S u m n e r , d i e d December 1 3 , 1 8 2 2 , in h e r 4 5 t h y e a r .

P a g e 1 2 , same b o o k :

B a t t l e b o r o , N o r t h C a r o l i n a C e m e t e r y . D r . R o b e r t H . M a r i o t t ,
b o r n Sep tembe r 1 0 , 1 8 1 9 , d i e d Sep tembe r 7 , 1 8 7 3 , w i f e
Temp ie A n n , d a u g h t e r o f J o s . S umn e r and M a r y H o r n B a t t l e , b o r n
November 1 8 , 1 8 3 5 , d i e d O c t o b e r 2 1 , 1 9 1 3 .

John S um n e r , deceased , i n v e n t o r y t a k e n by Jacob B a t t l e , e x r . ,
n o d a t e , A u g u s t C o u r t 1 7 9 7 . A c c o u n t o f s a l e b y t h e e x r . , M a y 30 ,
1 7 9 7 . M a r y Sumner was t h e p r i n c i p a l b u y e r and Edwin S um n e r , Ma r t h a
Sumne r, E l i z a b e t h Sumner and N a n c y S um n e r b o u g h t , November C o u r t
1798 . I t e m s were p u r c h a s e d f o r t h e u s e o f N a n c y , E dw i n , D a n i e l ,
C a t h e r o n , JOSEPH, and B e t s e y Sumne r . L e g a c i e s were p a i d t o Nan c y
S um n e r , E l i z a b e t h Sumner and Ca the ron S um n e r , N o v . C o u r t , 1798 .
D i v i s i o n o f money a r i s i n g f r o m t h e e s t a t e , a sma l l amount p a i d t o
M a r y H i n t o n and equa l b u t l a r g e r amounts d i v i d e d among Edwin
Sumne r, Nan c y S um n e r , E l i z a b e t h S um n e r , C a t h e r i n e Sumne r, D a n i e l
Sumner and JOSEPH S um n e r , D e c . 2 9 , 1 7 9 8 , Feb r ua r y C o u r t 1 7 9 9 .
( O l d s , p . 2 5 6 ) . T h i s seems t o b e a l a t e r J ohn , p o s s i b l y s o n o f
Joseph S r .

J o s e p h S umn e r , s o n o f John and g r a n d s o n o f W i l l i a m t h e
e m i g r a n t , was b o r n a b o u t 1734 . H i s w i l l was p r o b a t e d i n Edgecomb
C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a , M a r c h C o u r t 1 7 9 5 , d i e d A p r i l , 1 7 9 5 . T h i s
J o s e p h ' s w i f e was A n n a and h i s t h r e e c h i l d r e n a t t h e
t i m e o f h i s d e a t h we r e John , JOSEPH J R . and C h a r l o t t e . H e named a
g r a n d s o n , Duke W i l l i a m Sumner ( s e e l a t e r ) . W i t n e s s i n g h i s w i l l
was: E l i s h a B a t t l e , J e t h r o B a t t l e , Demsey B a t t l e .

J o s e p h ' s s o n , JOSEPH JR . w r o t e h i s w i l l 7 December 1 7 9 3 , and
i t was p r o v e d M a y t e r m , 1 7 9 5 , i n Edgecomb C o u n t y , a l s o . He named
h i s w i f e Mar tha and t h e f o l l o w i n g c h i l d r e n : Duke W i l l i a m (named
e a r l i e r i n h i s g r a n d f a t h e r ' s w i l l ) , W i l l i a m , To b i a s , Joseph , EXUM
and Jacob. Wi tnesses to t h i s w i l l we re : Jacob B a t t l e , Nathan
( B a r n e t t ? ) and W i l l i amson B a r n e s .

I n a n o l d c o l l e c t i o n o f Sumner l e t t e r s ( t o b e d i scussed l a t e r )
t h e r e i s a me n t i o n o f " To b e . "

The w i f e o f J o s e p h S umn e r J r . was Ma r t h a P h i l i p s , d a u g h t e r o f
Joseph P h i l i p s and h i s w i f e S a r a E x um , d a u g h t e r o f John Exum (DAR
National N o . 1 9 3 1 2 5 ) . John Exum's w i l l was r e c o r d e d in 1775 ( O l d s ,
p . 1 0 7 ) . The r e was a l s o a n E t h e l d r e d Exum , 1 7 7 9 ; M i c a j a h E xum ,
1785 and W i l l i a m Exum , 1795 .



F r om t h e f o r e g o i n g i n f o r m a t i o n y o u c a n r e a d i l y s e e t h a t t h e

Jackson C o u n t y Sumners descend f r om W i l l i a m , John , J o s e p h S r . ,
J o seph J r . and Exum Sumner t h r o u g h h i s s o n James Exum Sumn e r S r .
who l e f t D a v i d s o n C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e , and came t o Jackson C o u n t y ,
A labama.

The c h i l d r e n o f J o s e p h S umn e r J r . and Ma r t h a P h i l i p s we re :

Duke W i l l i a m , To b i a s , J o seph , EXUM P . , Jacob and Sarah .

EXUM P. Sumner m a r r i e d Tem p e r a n c e D r a ke i n Dav idson C o u n t y ,
Te n n e s s e e , 9 J a n u a r y 1 8 1 6 ( s e e D rake f a m i l y l a t e r ) . E xum P. Sumner
d i e d i n t e s t a t e i n Dav i d s on C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e , i n 1852 o r 1853 when
h i s e s t a t e w a s s e t t l e d . Jacob B a t t l e S u m n e r , h i s o l d e s t s o n , was
a p p o i n t e d a dm i n i s t r a t o r . T h i s l i t i g a t i o n c a n b e f o u n d i n Dav i d s on
C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e , W i l l s 1 8 5 3 - 1 8 5 9 , p p 1 0 0 - 2 0 1 : Exum P. S um n e r ,
deceased , I n v e n t o r y o f E s t a t e . J ( a c o b ) B ( a t t l e ) S um n e r ,
A dm i n i s t r a t o r . Among e s t a t e s e t t l em e n t , c a sh r e c e i v e d f r om E . S .
& R . C . Gardner r e t u r n e d i n i n v e n t o r y $ 1 3 . 6 0 , e t c ; c a sh r e c e i v e d
f r om Steamers JAMESTOWN and NASHVILLE. . .Ment ions Joseph L. Ew i n g
and J . ( o r G . ) S c r u g g s , J . L . W i l l i a m s c o s t o f s a l e o f j udgmen t o n
f a rm o f H . B . H i n t o n . C . L a n i e r o n o r d e r f r om P. K n i g h t f o r p a r t
o f account fi l e d b y P. K n i g h t . N . 0 . and R . S . L o v e e x e cu t e d n o t e
f o r $ 8 . 1 0 . . . T h oma s R . J e n n i n g s med ica l b i l l $ 1 2 8 . 0 0 . Recorded
December 2 0 , 1 8 5 3 , Dav idson C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e . W i l l i a m D . P h i l l i p s
a/c. G e o r g e W. Sumner ( s o n o f Duke W . ) , J . L . W i l l i am s , N . 0 . L o v e
a/c. N o t e and i n t e r e s t o n N . T. W i l k e r s o n , e t c . The f o r e g o i n g
s e t t l emen t made b y me Jacob B . Sumne r, Admr t h i s 1 6 t h day June
1 8 5 3 , S t a t e o f Te n n e s s e e Da v i d s o n C o u n t y C o u r t , J u l y Te r m 18 5 3 .

P a g e 344 o f t h i s same b o o k :

M a r t h a W i l l i a m s , deceased , r e c e i p t s r e c e i v e d o f C h u r c h i l l
L a n i e r , Admr o f Simon W i l l i a m s , deceased , t h e sum o f s i x hundred
and n i n e t e en & 66 /100 , e t c . A p r i l Te r m 1 8 5 5 , Da v i d s on C o u n t y ,
Tennessee .

P a g e 3 7 1 , same book : S imon W i l l i a m s , deceased , C h u r c h i l l
L a n i e r , Admr. Recorded Sep t embe r 2 1 , 1854 . Men t i o n e d I s a a c
H u n t e r , John L . W i l l i a m s .

P a g e 3 72 . The above s e t t l emen t was made b y me w i t h C h u r c h i l l
L a n i e r , adm. t h e 3 r d d a y of J a n u a r y 1 8 5 4 . F. R. Cheatham, C l e r k .

The above Ma r t h a W i l l i am s was t h e mo t he r o f E xum P ( h i l i p s ? )
S umn e r . A f t e r t h e d e a t h o f h e r h u s b a n d , Joseph Sumner J r . , i n
Edgecomb C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a , she removed t o D a v i d s o n C o u n t y ,
Te n n e s s e e , where she m a r r i e d S imon W i l l i a m s o n 11 December 1803 .
( H e r w i l l l a t e r ) .

“ a The known c h i l d r e n o f E xum P. and Te m p e r a n c e "Tempy" Sumner
were ( p r o b a b l y n o t i n o r d e r o f t h e i r b i r t h ) :



Jacob B a t t l e S u m n e r

J a m e s Exum
E l i z a  P.
M a r t h a  A n n
D o r o t h y  J a n e
M a r i a ( h )

M o r e o n t h i s f a m i l y l a t e r . F o r e a s i e r r e a d i n g f o r t h e l a y m a n
w e a r e g i v i n g a b r i e f o u t l i n e o f t h e l i n e o f d e s c e n t fi r s t a n d w i l l
go i n t o d e t a i l a b o u t e a c h f a m i l y l a t e r i n t h i s documen t .

James E x u m S u m n e r m a r r i e d S a r a h C a t h e r i n e P a r k s . T h e i r
c h i l d r e n w e r e :

J a m e s E x u m J r .
W i l l i a m B a t t l e
E l i z a Te m p e r a n c e
S a r a h  P a r k s
Ada M a r i a h
J o s e p h  J o h n

N o t i c e t h e u s e o f a l l t h e o l d S u m n e r names: E x u m , B a t t l e ,
Te m p e r a n c e , J o s e p h J o h n .

James Exum S u m n e r J r . m a r r i e d S u s a n M a r i a h Wood. Woods C o v e
i n Jackson C o u n t y was named f o r h e r f a m i l y . T h e i r c h i l d r e n w e r e :

A n n i e P e a r l
James Browder
N a n n i e K a t e
J u l i a S t e l l a
W i l l i a m P a r k s
Hugh F e l i x
B o y d E x u m
Wa l lace Wood

M o r e l a t e r o n t h e s e c h i l d r e n b u t f o r t h e r e c o r d o f A n n
E l i z a b e t h and John W i l l i a m S u m n e r , W i l l i a m P a r k s S u m n e r m a r r i e d
F a y e B e a t r i c e Thompson and t h e i r s o n , W i l l i a m P a r k s S u m n e r J r . was
t h e f a t h e r o f A n n a n d J o h n .

Now w e w i l l g o b a c k t o W i l l i a m a n d h i s c h i l d r e n a n d g i v e more
d e t a i l s . The f o r e g o i n g c a n b e u s e d a s a g u i d e t o a b e t t e r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f who w e a r e t a l k i n g a b o u t .

Back t o t h e c h i l d r e n o f W i l l i a m S u m n e r , t h e e m i g r a n t , who
s e t t l e d i n V i r g i n i a a b o u t 1 6 9 0 - 1 6 9 1 .

JETHRO S u m n e r , b o r n a b o u t 1 7 0 3 , d i e d i n 1 7 5 2 , m a r r i e d M a r g a r e t
S u l l i v a n . They w e r e t h e p a r e n t s o f J e t h r o J r . t h e famous B r i g a d i e r
G e n e r a l who s e r v e d o n t h e s t a f f o f G e o r g e Wa s h i n g t o n i n t h e
R e v o l u t i o n a r y W a r . T h i s J e t h r o was t h e fi r s t P r e s i d e n t o f t h e



O r d e r of t h e C i n c i n n a t i in N o r t h C a r o l i n a . WHEELER'S REMINISCENCES

OF NORTH CAROLINA s a y s J e t h r o J r . was b o r n in V i r g i n i a a b ou t 1730
and d i e d i n Wa r r e n C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a , a b o u t 1790 and t h a t h i s
f a t h e r , W i l l i a m , came f r om E n g l a n d and s e t t l e d n e a r S u f f o l k ,
V i r g i n i a , a b ou t 1 7 9 0 . A n o t h e r r e f e r e n c e f r o m t h e A r c h i v e s i n
N a s h v i l l e s a y s h e was S h e r i f f o f B u t e C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a , f o r
s ome y e a r s . . . l e a d t h e B a t t l e o f E u t a w , S e p t emb e r 8 , 1 7 8 1 , whe re h i s
c h a r g e w i t h b a y o n e t s c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e s u c c e s s o f t h a t d e c i s i v e
b a t t l e . Sumner 's B r i g a d e o f N o r t h C a r o l i n a C o n t i n e n t a l s . . . " T h e w a r
b e i n g o v e r h e m a r r i e d a w e a l t h y widow (M r s . H e i s s ) o f New B e r n e .
They h a d a d a u g h t e r , M a r y , who m a r r i e d H o n . Thomas B l o u n t ( a M a j o r
B l o u n t s e r v e d unde r J e t h r o i n t h e R e v o l u t i o n a r y Wa r ) . H e i s b u r i e d
n e a r Shocco C h a p e l i n W a r r e n C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a . T he s t o n e
r e a d s , " To t h e M em o r y o f G e n . J e t h r o S um n e r , o n e o f t h e h e r o e s o f
1 7 76 . "

T h e r e i s a Ge n e r a l J e t h r o S um n e r C h a p t e r o f DAR i n
H e n d e r s o n v i l l e , S umn e r C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e , t h e c o u n t y t h a t w a s named
f o r h im .

Two J e t h r o Sumners”~ s e r v e d w i t h d i s t i n c t i o n i n t h e
R e v o l u t i o n a r y Wa r and s ome t ime s i n r e a d i n g t h e o l d r eco rds i t may
b e c o n f u s i n g . The o t h e r J e t h r o was a C a p t a i n and a fi r s t c ou s i n t o
J e t h r o J r . , b e i n g a s o n o f Dempsey Sumner and g r a n d s o n o f W i l l i a m
t h e e m i g r a n t . T h i s J e t h r o Sumner was b o r n Ma r ch 2 5 , 2 7 5 8 , d i e d
A p r i l 1 6 , 1 8 3 0 , m a r r i e d E l i z a b e t h T u r n e r . H e d i e d i n Ga t e s C o u n t y ,
N o r t h C a r o l i n a , and h i s w i l l , d a t e d 5 Oc t o b e r 1831 , was p r o b a t e d a t
November C o u r t 1833 . H e named w i f e E l i z a b e t h , s o n s C h a r l e s E . ,
John and B e n j am i n and d a u g h t e r s M a r y G a r y and Ma r t h a B . R i d d i c k ,
w i f e o f M i l l s R i d d i c k . H i s s o n , B e n j am i n , was h i s a d m i n i s t r a t o r .

JOHN S um n e r , s o n o f W i l l i a m , h a s a l r e a d y been d i s c u s s e d .

JAMES S u m n e r , s o n o f W i l l i a m , was b o r n abou t 1708 i n
P e r q u im a n s C o u n t y , V i r g i n i a , and d i e d a b o u t 1752 E d e n t o n , Chowan
P r e c i n c t , N o r t h C a r o l i n a . H e m a r r i e d M a r y B l a n c h a r d .

A James Sumner l e f t w i l l i n P e r q u ima n s C o u n t y , V i r g i n i a , March
2 6 , 1 7 5 9 . H e names sons : Luke ( 2 p l a n t a t i o n s ) ; James ( 3
p l a n t a t i o n s ) ; S e t h ( l a n d o n S u t t o n ' s C r e e k ) ; D a v i d ( p l a n t a t i o n
where D a v i d K e l l y now l i v e s ) ; R o b e r t , W i l l i a m , J o s i a h , house and
l o t s i n S u f f o l k , V i r g i n i a . D a u g h t e r s M a r y a n d Pene l o p e . W i f e and
E x e c u t r i x , M a r y . W i t ne s ses were Thomas H u r d l e and Demsey S umne r .
Good i m p r e s s i o n o f c a s t l e o n s e a l o n t h i s document (G r imes , p . 3 6 5 ) .

B y t h i s James h a v i n g w i f e M a r y , h e i s , i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y , t h e
s o n o f W i l l i a m I .



I n 1808 , a James S u m n e r was e x e c u t o r o f t h e w i l l o f S a r a h

B r a i n e r . T h i s l a t e r James d i e d i n 1 8 2 4 and named s o n S e t h (Book 3 ,
p . 3 2 7 , R a y , 1 6 2 ) .

WILLIAM Sumner J r . , b o r n a b o u t 1 7 1 0 i n V i r g i n i a , d i e d i n 1 7 3 1
( o r 1 7 3 6 ) m a r r i e d B r i d g e t S u l l i v a n . N o t h i n g f u r t h e r i s known a b o u t
W i l l i a m b u t t h e f o l l o w i n g was f o u n d :

B r i d g e t S u m n e r , Nansemond C o u n t y , V i r g i n i a , was a w i d o w, and
s o l d l a n d s t o J e t h r o S u m n e r and w i f e , M a r g a r e t , b e i n g h e r h a l f
s h a r e of c e r t a i n l a n d s in Nansemond C o u n t y f o r m n e r l y s o l d by John
K e a t o n t o D a n i e l S u l l i v a n , h i s o n l y s o n and h e i r , a t whose d e a t y h
t h e same had descended to B r i d g e t and M a r g a r e t , h i s s i s t e r s . T h i s
deed ( 1 7 3 6 ) was w i t n e s s e d b y John a n d J a m e s S u m n e r , R i c h a r d
B r o t h e r s and Thomas K n i g h t ( R a y , p . 1 6 2 - - B o o k 3 , p . 1 2 6 ) .

I t seems t h a t t h i s B r i d g e t h a d t o b e t h e w i f e o f W i l l i a m J r .
a n d John and J a m e s w e r e h e r b r o t h e r s i n - l a w .

DEMPSEY S u m n e r , b o r n a b o u t 1712 i n V i r g i n i a , m a r r i e d about
1 7 5 0 , Mar tha B a k e r , d a u g h t e r o f » who
d i e d a f t e r 1779 . H e was a J u s t i c e i n Chowan C o u n t y , N o r t h
C a r o l i n a , i n 1 7 5 0 . H e was a p p o i n t e d v e s t r y m a n o f S t . P a u l ' s Church
o n A p r i l 3 , 1 7 3 8 , and s t i l l h e l d t h i s o f fi c e i n 1740 and was a l s o
C h u r c h Warden. H e was one o f t h e p r e s i d i n g o f fi c e r s o f t h e C o u n t y
C o u r t o f Chowan C o u n t y i n 1 7 4 6 and a g a i n i n 1 7 5 0 . H e r e p r e s e n t e d
Chowan C o u n t y in t h e H o u s e of Commons in 1744-45 and a g a i n in 1757 ‑
5 9 ; was a p p o i n t e d c o m m i s s i o n e r t o a d j u s t c u r r e n c y i n 1 7 4 4 . I n 1750
he was a member o f t h e Assemb ly i n New B e r n and in t h a t same y e a r
h e was a p p o i n t e d a J u s t i c e o f t h e P e a c e . H e d i e d i n G a t e s C o u n t y
i n 1 7 7 9 . H i s w i l l , d a t e d A u g u s t 1 1 , 1 7 7 9 , p r o b a t e d a t t h e November
C o u r t o f 1 7 7 9 , c a n b e f o u n d i n W i l l B o o k 2 , p a g e 2 9 6 , G a t e s C o u n t y ,
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .

C h i l d r e n o f D e m p s e y and M a r t h a ( B a k e r ) S u m n e r w e r e :

D e m p s e y J r . , W i l l i a m , J e t h r o , E d w i n , James B a k e r , T h e i r s a ,
M a r t h a ( m a r r i e d C a p t . James R i d d i c k ) , M a r y ( m a r r i e d D r . Thomas
P e t t i o r P e e t i ) , L e t i t i a , E l i z a b e t h ( m a r r i e d J e t h r o B a l l a r d ) .

O n e D e m p s e y S u m n e r m a r r i e d M a r t h a A r r i n g t o n i n Nash C o u n t y ,
N o r t h C a r o l i n a 6 O c t o b e r 1 8 6 6 . ( W i l l i a m s & G r i f fi n , p . 1 0 8 ) .

A D e m p s e y S u m n e r w i t n e s s e d t h e w i l l o f W i l l i a m P a r k e r 2 7
December 1750 in Chowan C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n e ( G r i m e s , p. 2 8 0 ) .

DAR P a t r i o t s I n d e x : D e m p s e y S u m n e r , b o r n 1725, d i e d November
1779 , m a r r i e d M a r t h a B a k e r , c o n t i n e n t a l s o l d i e r , N o r t h

C a r o l i n a .



O n e R i c h a r d S u m n e r l e f t w i l l i n B e r t i e C o u n t y , N . C . , A p r i l

1 2 , 1 7 2 9 , M a y C o u r t 1 7 2 9 . H i s s o n , J a m e s , was h i s e x e c u t o r . H e
l e f t J a m e s "my m a n o r p l a n t a t i o n " . Names d a u g h t e r , C h a r i t y S u m n e r ,
and w i f e , M a r y . E x e c u t o r , James B r y a n t . W i t n e s s e s : James Wood,
Edward G r e e n & John S u t t o n . ( G r i m e s , p . 3 6 6 ) .

T h e r e was a R i c h a r d S u m n e r and w i f e , S a r a h , who h a d t w i n s o n s
R i c h a r d a n d S a m u e l , b o r n i n 1717 ( R a y , p . 1 6 2 ) . T h i s Samuel l e f t
w i l l i n Chowan C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a i n 1 7 6 5 ( W i l l Book 2 , p . 2 7 ,
R a y ,  p .  1 6 2 ) .

I d o n o t know who t h i s R i c h a r d w a s .

Luke Sumner w i t n e s s e d t h e w i l l o f John N o r fl e e t i n Chowan
C o u n t y , N . C . , S e p t e m b e r 1 0 , 1 7 5 3 . ( G r i m e s , p . 2 6 9 ) . I d o n o t
know who he w a s .

M a r t h a S u m n e r a n d A n n S u m n e r w i t n e s s e d t h e w i l l o f W i l l i a m
Hooks i n Chowan C o u n t y , N . C . F e b r u a r y 1 8 , 1 7 4 6 ( 4 7 ? ) ( G r i m e s , p .
1 7 1 ) .

W i l l of JOSEPH SUMNER
SR.

A n o r i g i n a l c o p y o f t h i s w i l l was o b t a i n e d b y C h r i s t i n e Sumner
f r o m t h e N o r t h C a r o l i n a L i b r a r y and A r c h i v e s , R a l e i g h , N o r t h
C a r o l i n a , Sep tembe r 3 , 1 9 7 6 . I t was t a k e n f r o m Edgecomb C o u n t y ,
N o r t h C a r o l i n a W i l l s 1768 t o 1830 , V o l . I x , p . 5 7 :

In t h e Name of God A m e n . I, J o s e p h Sumner of Edgecomb C o u n t y
a n d S t a t e o f N o r t h C a r o l i n a , b e i n g o f p e r f e c t M i n d and M e m o r y ,
t h a n k s b e t o God f o r t h e s a m e , a n d c a l l i n g t o M i n d t h a t i t i s
a p p o i n t e d f o r a l l Men o n c e t o d i e , d o c o n s t i t u t e , make and o r d a i n
t h i s t o b e m y l a s t W i l l and Te s t a m e n t a n d t o u c h i n g s u c h w o r l d l y
e s t a t e a s i t h a t h p l e a s e d God t o b l e s s m e w i t h I g i v e demise and
d i s p o s e o f i n t h e f o l l o w i n g M a n n e r .

M y W i l l and D e s i r e i s f o r a l l m y j u s t D e b t s t o b e
p a i d .

I t e m . I g i v e a n d b e q u e a t h t o m y W i f e A n n a Sumner t w o N e g r o s
( v i z ) H a g a r and D i c k . A l l s o t w o f e a t h e r Beds and F u r n i t u r e , f o u r
Cows a n d C a l v e s , two S o w s and P i g s , a n d o n e s t e a r t h r e e y e a r s o l d ,
t h e b l a c k M a r e , a S i d e Sadd le and b r i d l e , t h e c l o c k ( R e a l ? ) , t h r e e
t u r n e d c h e a r s , o n e c h e s t , and h a l f o f m y P e w t e r and i r o n P o t s , t o
h e r , h e r h e i r s and a s s i g n s f o r e v e r . I a l l s o l e n d t o h e r t h e
P l a n t a t i o n I n o w l i v e o n a n d L a n d w h i c h I p u r c h a s e d o f Abraham Odom
d u r i n g h e r l i f e . I a l l s o l e n d to h e r d u r i n g h e r Widdowhood as much
o f t h e l a n d o n t h e R i v e r w h i c h I h a d o f J e s s e G r e e n , a s She m a y
t h i n k P r o p e r t o sow fl a x o n f o r h e r own u s e ,

I t e m . I g i v e a n d b e q u e a t h t o m y s o n John S u m n e r , a l l t h e



N e g r o s , t h e i r I n c r e a s e and o t h e r T h i n g s w h i c h I ha ve g i v e n i n t o h i s

p o s s e s s i o n , a l l s o m y Land and P l a n t a t i o n o n t a r R i v e r wh ich I h a d
o f J e s s e G r e e n , e x c e p t t h e P r i v e l e g e o f s o w i n g fl a x l e n t t o m y w i f e
d u r i n g h e r widdowhood to h i m , h i s H e i r s and a s s i g n s f o r e v e r .

I t e m . I g i v e and b e q u e a t h t o m y S o n J o s e p h Sumner a l l t h e
N e g r o s , t h e i r i n c r e a s e and o t h e r t h i n g s , w h i c h I have g i v e n i n t o
h i s P o s s e s s i o n , and a l l s o a l l t h e r e m a i n i n g P a r t o f m y Lands wh i c h
l i e in Edgecomb C o u n t y , to h i m h i s H e i r s and A s s i g n s f o r e v e r , o n l y
t h a t my W i f e i s t o have t h e u s e o f t h i s P a r t l e n t t o h e r as above .

I t e m . I g i v e and b e q u e a t h t o m y D a u g h t e r , C h a r l o t t e S um n e r ,
a l l t h e Lands wh i c h I h o l d i n Nash C o u n t y , a l l s o t w o N e g r o s ( v i z )
H a r r y (Mary? ) and S i l l e r , a y o u n g M a r e fi t f o r u s e , a S i d e Sadd l e
and B r i d l e , two f e a t h e r Beds and F u r n i t u r e , o n e C h e s t , t h r e e t u r n e d
c h e a r s , h a l f o f m y P ew t e r and i r o n P o t s , f o u r Cows and C a l v e s and
o n e t h r e e y e a r s t e a r a n d t w o Sows a n d P i g s , t o h e r , h e r H e i r s and
A s s i g n s f o r e v e r .

I t e m . I g i v e and b e q u e a t h t o m y g r a n d s o n Duke W i l l i a m S um n e r ,
o n e N e g r o Named P omp e y, t o h i m , h i s H e i r s and A s s i g n s f o r e v e r .

I t e m . I g i v e and b e q u e a t h m y S t i l l and a l l t h e r em a i n i n g p a r t
o f m y E s t a t e , t o m y W i f e A n n a Sumner and m y t h r e e c h i l d r e n ( v i z )
John S um n e r , Joseph S umn e r and C h a r l o t t e Sumner t o b e e q u a l l y
d i v i d e d amongs t t hem ( b u t n o t t o b e s o l d ) t o t hem, t h e i r H e i r s and
A s s i g n s f o r e v e r . I d o a l l s o nom i na t e and a p p o i n t m y S o n Joseph
Sumner and Jacob B a t t l e t o b e whole and s o l d E x e c u t o r s o f t h i s m y
L a s t W i l l a n d Te s t amen t . I n W i t n e s s whe r e o f I d o h e r e u n t o s e t my
Hand and S e a l t h i s l l t h D a y o f J a n u a r y 1783

Joseph Sumn e r ( S e a l )

S i g n e d , S e a l e d , Pub l i s hed and D e c l a r e d by t h e s a i d Joseph S um n e r ,
a s h i s l a s t W i l l a nd Te s t am e n t i n t h e P r e s e n c e o f u s , who w e r e
p r e s e n t a t t h e Time o f t h e S i g n i n g and S e a l i n g whereof

E l i s h a B a t t l e x
J e t h r o B a t t l e
D em p s e y B a t t l e

Edgecomb C o u n t y , May C o u r t 1785 . The w i t h i n w i l l was p r o d u c e d in
C o u r t p r o v e d by t h e O a t h of E l i s h a B a t t l e t h e (Same?) we r e at t h e
same t i m e q u a l i fi e d & t h e w i l l o r d e r e d t o b e r e c o r d e d

Te s t
E dwa r d Wa l l a c e

N o t e : I t i s v e r y s i g n i fi c a n t t o n o t e t h a t t h e above J o s e p h Sumner
names h i s GRANDSON Duke W i l l i a m Sumner p r o v i n g t h a t t h e l a t e r
Joseph Sumner (who names h i s SON Duke W i l l i a m Sumner ) i s J o s e p h J r .



The m a i d e n name o f t h e w i f e o f J o s e p h S r . i s n o t known a n d

n o t h i n g i s known o f h i s c h i l d r e n J o h n and C h a r l o t t e b u t J o s e p h J r .
a l s o l e f t h i s w i l l in Edgecomb C o u n t y and it is known t h a t he was
t h e a n c e s t o r o f t h e S u m n e r s o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y , A labama.

W i l l of JOSEPH SUMNER J R .

T h i s w i l l i s reco rded in Edgecomb C o u n t y W i l l s , 1758 -1830 ,
vo lume I X , p a g e 5 8 . A p h o t o s t a t i c c o p y was o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e N o r t h
C a r o l i n a A r c h i v e s , R a l e i g h , N o r t h C a r o l i n a , b y C h r i s t i n e S u m n e r ,
S e p t e m b e r  3 ,  1 9 7 6 .

In t h e name o f G o d , I J o s e p h S u m n e r o f t h e C o u n t y o f Edgecomb
and s t a t e o f N o r t h C a r o l i n a , b e i n g S i c k and weak i n Boddy b u t o f
Sound M i n d a n d M e m m o r y, t h a n k s b e t o God, and k n o w i n g t h a t i t i s
a p p o i n t e d f o r a l l M e n t o d i e , d o make a n d o r d a i n t h i s m y l a s t W i l l
and Te s t a m e n t , a n d D i s p o s e o f m y E s t a t e i n t h e f o l l o w i n g M a n n e r ,
and F o r m ( v i z )

F i r s t I l e n d u n t o m y l o v i n g W i f e M a r t h a S u m n e r t h r e e h u n d r e d
a c r e s of Land l y i n g between Beach (Runn?) Swamp and t h e Purchase
P a t e n t L i n e , i n c l u d i n g t h e P l a n t a t i o n whereon I now l i v e , wh i ch I
l e n d to h e r d u r i n g t h e Time She remains my Widdow. I a l s o l e n d to
h e r d u r i n g h e r Widdowhood, O n e N e g r o Woman, named ( J u d o f f ? ) and one
B o y Named J i m ;

I g i v e u n t o m y l o v i n g W i f e o n e N e g r o Woman named S e a l , and o n e
B o y named L u k e t o h e r a n d h e r h e i r s f o r e v e r . I a l s o g i v e h e r o n e
mare c a l l e d S o u p , w i t h a S a d d l e & B r i d l e , a n d o n e H o r s e c a l l e d
D a m o n , and m y R i d i n g C h a r e and H a r n e s s , t h r e e cows a n d c a l v e s , s i x
Ewes a n d Lambs, t h r e e S o w s and P i g g s , o n e f o u r ( G r a s s ? ) S t e a r , two
Beds and F u r n i t u r e & B e d s t e a d s , two C h e s t s , h a l f a D o z e n K n i v e s a n d
f o r k s , h a l f a D o z e n P e w t e r P l a t e s , t w o B a s o n s , t w o D i s h e s , o n e
l a r g e I r o n P o t t a n d h o o k s and Rack o n e F l a x & o n e W o l l e n Wheel a n d
S u c h o t h e r P a r t o f m y housho ld F u r n i t u r e a n d P l a n t a t i o n U t e n s i l l s ,
a s m y E x e c u t o r s h e r e a f t e r named S h a l l t h i n k P r o p e r f o r h e r S u p p o r t ;
a l s o I g i v e u n t o m y b e l o v e d W i f e t h e f o u r t h P a r t o f m y C o t t o n a n d
P l a x a n d C o r n and M e a t f o r h e r F a m i l y s u s e a n d o n e H a l f o f m y
Whea t , a s a l s o C o r n F o d d o w, e t c . , t o S u p p o r t h e r S t o c k . I t i s m y
W i l l a n d D e s i r e t h a t a l l m y L a n d , e x c e p t wha t I have l e n t m y W i f e ,
b e r e n t e d o u t b y M y E x e c u t o r s u n t i l l m y S o n Duke W i l l i a m S u m n e r
a r r i v e s t o l a w f u l a g e o r i f n o t l i v i n g , t h e n e x t ( b e s t ? ) a n d t h e n
t o b e E q u a l l y d i v i d e d a s n e a r a s m a y b e be tween m y fi v e s o n s , v i z ;
Duke W i l l i a m S u m n e r , To b i a s S u m n e r , J o s e p h S u m n e r , EXUM S u m n e r and
J a c o b S u m n e r ; P r o v i d e d t h a t i f m y W i f e S h o u l d d i e o r M a r r y b e f o r e
t h a t Time i t i s m y D e s i r e , t h a t t h e L a n d I have l e n t h e r b e a l s o
D i v i d e d . I t i s a l s o m y W i l l and D e s i r e t h a t m y E x e c u t o r s S e l l a l l
m yE s t a t e e x c e p t Land and N e g r o s and w h a t I have g i v e n and l e n t t o
m y W i f e , a n d I h e r e b y i m p o w e r m y (SQ?) E x e c u t o r s t o S e l l a t t h e i r
own D i s c r e t i o n w i t h o u t t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f t h e S h e r i f f , i t i s a l s o m y



W i l l and D e s i r e t h a t m y E x e c u t . ( h i r e ? ) o u t m y N e g r o s u n t i l l m y

a f o r e s a i d s o n Duke W i l l i a m , s h a l l a r i v e t o L a w f u l A g e o r i f n o t
l i v i n g m y n e x t o l d e s t c h i l d , and t h e n t h e N e g r o s , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e
( H i r e ? ) and r e n t o f t h e Land and a l l m y o t h e r E s t a t e a f t e r b e i n g
s o l d , p a y i n g m y J u s t D e b t s , a n d R a i s i n g , S c h o o l i n g and S u p p o r t i n g
m y C h i l d r e n , b e E q u a l l y d i v i d e d a s n e a r a s may b e be tween m y S o n s
& D a u g h t e r s ( v i z ) Duke W i l l i a m S u m n e r , To b i a s S u m n e r , J o s e p h
S u m n e r , EXUM Sumner and Jacob Sumner a n d S a r a h S u m n e r P r o v i d e t h a t
i f m y W i f e s h o u l d D i e o r M a r r y b e f o r e t h e a f o r e s a i d Time t h a t t h e
N e g r o s I have l e n t h e r b e a l s o d i v i d e d i t i s a l s o m y ( w i s h ? ) and
D e s i r e t h a t m y E x e c u t o r s s h o u l d r e n t o u t m y Land and h i r e o u t m y
N e g r o s a t t h e i r D i s c r e t i o n ;

L a s t l y I d o a p p o i n t m y F r i e n d s , E t h e l d r e d P h i l i p s , Jacob
B a t t l e and D e m s e y B a t t l e E x e c u t o r s o f t h i s m y l a s t w i l l a n d
Te s t a m e n t R e v o k i n g a l l o t h e r W i l l s b y m e made. I n w i t n e s s w h e r e o f
I have h e r e u n t o S e t m y Hand & S e a l t h i s 7 t h D a y o f December 1 7 9 3 .

J o s e p h Sumner ( S e a l )

S i g n e d  S e a l e d  P u b l i s h e d  &  D e c l a r e d  i n
P r e s e n t s  o f

Jacob B a t t l e
Nathan ( B a r n e t t ? )
W i l l i a m s o n B a r n e s X

Jacob B a t t l e q u a l i fi e d

Edgecomb C o u n t y M a y Te r m 1 7 9 5 . The w i t h i n w i l l was d u l y
p r o v e d i n o p e n c o u r t b y t h e O a t h o f W i l l i a m s o n B a r n e s a n
S u b s c r i b i n g W i t n e s s t h e r e u n t o . . . T h e E x e c u t o r was a t t h e same t i m e
Q u a l i fi e d a n d t h e w i l l o r d e r e d t o b e r e c o r d e d .

T e s t

Edward H a l l c . Cc.

Edgecomb C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a , A u g u s t C o u r t , 1 7 9 5 , J o s e p h
S u m n e r , d e c e a s e d . I n v e n t o r y t a k e n b y J a c o b B a t t l e , e x e c u t o r .
Sep tember 1 , 1 7 9 5 . A c c o u n t s o f s a l e s by t h e e x e c u t o r , J u n e 2 3 ,
A u g u s t 8 , Sep tembe r 2 2 , November 22 a n d December 1 7 , 1795 a n d A p r i l
9 , 1 7 9 6 , F e b r u a r y C o u r t 1 7 9 7 .

E x p e n s e s w e r e p a i d f o r Jacob S u m n e r , Duke W i l l i a m S u m n e r ,
To b i a s S u m n e r , EXUM Sumner a n d S a l l e y S u m n e r . S a i d J o s e p h S u m n e r ,
d e c e a s e d , w a s g u a r d i a n t o t h e e s t a t e o f W e s t P o p e .

M a r t h a S u m n e r was p a i d f o r b o a r d i n g and p a r t c l o t h i n g s i x
w h i t e c h i l d r e n and two b l a c k o n e s , F e b r u a r y C o u r t 1 7 9 7 . A c c o u n t
c u r r e n t w i t h t h e e x r . , F e b r u a r y C o u r t 1 7 9 8 . A d d i t i o n a l account
c u r r e n t w i t h t h e e x r . I t e m s w e r e p u r c h a s e d f o r J a c o b , S a l l y ,



J o s e p h , E x um , Duke Wm. and To b i a s S u m n e r .

F u n e r a l e x p e n s e s w e r e p a i d f o r t h e b u r i a l o f s o n J o seph ,
F e b r u a r y C o u r t 1 7 9 9 . A c c o u n t c u r r e n t w i t h t h e e x r . , November C o u r t
1799 . A c c o u n t c u r r e n t w i t h t h e e x r . , November C o u r t 1 7 9 9 .

D i v i s i o n o f p e r s o n a l e s t a t e amon g t h e c h i l d r e n o f s a i d d e c d . ,
n a m e l y , Duke W . S um n e r , To b i a s S um n e r , S a l l e y S um n e r , E xum Sumn e r
and Jacob S um n e r , December 3 0 , 1799, A u g u s t C o u r t 1 8 0 0 . A c c o u n t
c u r r e n t w i t h Jacob B a t t l e , e x r . , November C o u r t 1 8 0 7 .

Joseph S um n e r , deceased. I n v e n t o r y t a ken by J o s e p h S um n e r ,
e x r . , A p r i l 1 8 , 1 7 8 5 , M a y C o u r t 1 7 8 5 . A c c o u n t c u r r e n t w i t h J o s e p h
S um n e r , J u n r . , e x r . , F e b r u a r y C o u r t 1 7 8 7 .

DAR P a t r i o t s I n d e x :

J o s e p h S u m n e r , b o r n 1 7 6 1 , d i e d December 3 0 , 1 8 2 7 , m a r r i e d M a r y
K n i g h t , s o l d i e r , G e o r g i a . ( I d o n ' t know who h e b e l o n g s t o . A
descendan t s a y s he w a s f r o m EdgecombC o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a and she
i s s u r e h e i s o f t h e same l i n e a s Joseph who m a r r i e d Ma r t h a
P h i l i p s ) .

DAR P a t r i o t s I n d e x :

J o s e p h S u m n e r , b o r n a bou t 1 7 4 8 , d i e d A p r i l , 1 7 9 5 , ma r r i e d
Ma r t h a P h i l i p s , s o l d i e r , N o r t h C a r o l i n a ( a n c e s t o r o f t h e Jackson
C o u n t y Sumne r s ) .

A l s o i n t h e I ndex : Thomas S u m n e r , born. d i e d
December 2 2 , 1 7 9 1 , m a r r i e d Anna B a k e r , s o l d i e r , G e o r g i a . (I d o n ' t
know who h e was b u t l i s t e d h e r e f o r o t h e r s i n t h e f u t u r e ) .

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e w i l l s o f J o s e p h S umn e r S r . and J o s e p h J r .
who names Exum S um n e r , w e h a v e t h e DAR a p p l i c a t i o n o f M r s . N i n a
Ba s s S t r a t t o n F o s t e r .

M r s . F o s t e r , t h e w i f e o f E dga r M . F o s t e r , l i v e d o n G a l l a t i n
Road , N a s h v i l l e , Te n n e s s e e , when she made a p p l i c a t i o n f o r DAR o n 1 3
Oc t o b e r 1924 t h r o u g h t h e Gen e r a l James Ro b e r t s o n C h a p t e r i n
N a s h v i l l e . She s a i d she w a s t h e d a u g h t e r o f Mo s e l y T. S t r a t t o n
b o r n 1 7 A u g u s t 1 8 4 5 , d i e d 1 4 J u l y 1910 and h i s w i f e L a u r a S um n e r
b o r n (Mar? N o v ? ) d i e d (March? ) 2 2 , 1 8 9 2 , ma r r i e d 15 Ma y 1874 .

She s a i d t h a t L a u r a S um n e r was t h e d a u g h t e r o f Jacob S umn e r
b o r n J u n e 1822 , d i e d 2 8 J a n u a r y 1 8 7 2 , and h i s w i f e M a r y B a s s ,
d a u g h t e r of John B a s s b o r n November. 1 7 9 3 , d i e d 19 Ma y 1 8 6 0 , and
h i s w i f e Tem p e r a n c e S um n e r b o r n 1 6 S e p t em b e r 1812 d i e d 2 3 November
1 8 9 9 , m a r r i e d 1 3 J a n u a r y 1 8 3 1 .

Jacob B a t t l e S umn e r and M a r y B a s s m a r r i e d 12 December 1845 .
She was b o r n 8 December 1 8 3 1 a n d d i e d 12 Ma r c h 1 8 5 8 . M a r y i s



b u r i e d a t S p r i n g h i l l C e m e t e r y , M a d i s o n , Te n n e s s e e , a l o n g w i t h s o m e

o f h e r c h i l d r e n (more l a t e r ) b u t Jacob i s n o t b u r i e d t h e r e o r h a s
n o  s t o n e .

M r s . F o s t e r c o n t i n u e s h e r a p p l i c a t i o n . . . " t h e s a i d Te m p e r a n c e
S u m n e r was t h e d a u g h t e r o f Duke W . Sumner b o r n 2 7 A p r i l 1 7 7 8 , d i e d
15 M a y 1844 and h i s w i f e M a r y D r a k e b o r n 27 November 1779 a n d d i e d
June. 1 8 1 3 , m a r r i e d 1 7 9 9 . They w e r e m a r r i e d 2 2 J u n e 1832 .

She s a i d Duke W. Sumner w a s t h e s o n o f J o s e p h Sumner b o r n
about 1 7 4 8 , d i e d A p r i l 1795 and h i s w i f e Mar tha P h i l i p s
born. and d i e d a f t e r h e r husband 's d e a t h in 1 7 9 5 . T h e y
m a r r i e d 1 7 7 7 .

“The s a i d M a r t h a P h i l i p s was t h e d a u g h t e r o f J o s e p h P h i l i p s
and h i s w i f e S a r a h Exum. The s a i d S a r a h Exum was t h e d a u g h t e r o f
John E x u m .

" . , . . t h e s a i d J o s e p h S u m n e r i s t h e a n c e s t o r who a s s i s t e d i n
e s t a b l i s h i n g American I n d e p e n d e n c e , w h i l e a c t i n g i n t h e c a p a c i t y o f
s o l d i e r i n N o r t h C a r o l i n a m i l i t i a .

" Joseph S u m n e r r e n d e r e d a c t i v e s e r v i c e d u r i n g t h e
R e v o l u t i o n a r y Wa r a s a s o l d i e r i n t h e m i l i t i a o f Edgecomb C o u n t y ,
N o r t h C a r o l i n a , a s i s shown i n t h e N o r t h C a r o l i n a A r m y A c c o u n t s now
i n t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f A r c h i v e s , H a l l o f H i s t o r y , R a l e i g h , N o r t h
C a r o l i n a , V o l . 9 , p . 3 0 , f o l i o l . S p e c i a l c e r t i fi c a t e d e l i v e r e d t o
T r e a s u r e r ' s O f fi c e a n d c h a r g e d p e r s u a n t t o a n A c t o f t h e G e n e r a l
Assemb ly December 1 7 8 9 .

The a p p l i c a t i o n s t a t e s , " G i v e b e l o w r e f e r e n c e s , b y vo lume and
p a g e , t o t h e d o c u m e n t a r y o r o t h e r a u t h o r i t i e s u p o n wh ich y o u f o u n d
y o u r r e c o r d :

" N o r t h C a r o l i n a R e v o l u t i o n a r y A r m y A c c o u n t s , V o l . 5 , p . 6 2 ,
f o l i o  2

" R e p o r t o f A u d i t o r s o f W i l m i n g t o n D i s t r i c t , M a r c h 1 7 8 4 - A p r i l
1 7 8 5 , n o . 3 6 1 8 , v o l . 9 , p . 3 0 , f o l i o 1 ; v o l . 6 , 6 4 , 2 ; v o l . 9 , 3 0 ,
1 ; v o l . 1 0 , 1 0 8 , 3 .

" F a m i l y B i b l e Records

" W i l l of J o s e p h S u m n e r , W i l l s of Edgecomb C o u n t y , N o r t h
C a r o l i n a , B o o k C , p . 3 2 6 , 1 7 9 5 .

" W i l l o f M a t t h e w D r a k e , W i l l s o f N a s h C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a ,
Book 2 , p . $ 2 , 9 5 , 1 8 1 0 . ( M o r e o n h e r D r a k e f a m i l y d a t a l a t e r ) .

"My R e v o l u t i o n a r y a n c e s t o r was m a r r i e d t o M a r t h a P h i l i p s a t
Edgecomb C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a , 1777 . "



“ T h e i r c h i l d r e n w e r e :

Duke W i l l i a m S um n e r , b o r n A p r i l 2 7 , 1 7 7 8 , m a r r i e d M a r y D r a ke
Tob ias
J o s e p h
EXUM P. m a r r i e d Te m p e r a n c e D r a k e
Jacob
Sa r a h

"Th i s a p p l i c a t i o n made o u t b y P e n e l o p e Johnson A l l e n , f o rm e r
S t a t e H i s t o r i a n , DAR."

M r s . F o s t e r was a g r a n d d a u g h t e r o f Jacob B a t t l e S umn e r ,
b r o t h e r o f James Exum S umn e r S r . who came t o Jackson C o u n t y ,
A labama, f r o m Dav i d s on C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e . H e r a p p l i c a t i o n p r o v e s
t h a t t h e w i f e o f J o s e p h S umn e r J r . w a s Ma r t h a P h i l i p s , d a u g h t e r o f
J o s e p h P h i l i p s who l a t e r l i v e d i n Dav i d s on C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e .

Some r e c o r d s o f t h e P h i l i p s f a m i l y w e r e f u r n i s h e d b y M r . J . Cc.
C lemons , S c o t t s b o r o , Alabama. These w e r e p h o t o c o p i e d f r om a book
b u t I f a i l e d t o g e t t h e t i t l e , e t c . I r e c o r d them h e r e f o r f u t u r e
r e f e r e n c e . N o t i c e a l l t h e o l d f a m i l y names u sed h e r e a g a i n :
E t h e l d r e d , E x um , J o s e ph , H a r t w e l l , e t c . I d o n o t know what
c o n n e c t i o n m a n y o f t h e s e have t o t h e Sumner f a m i l y b u t a s t h e y a r e
a l l c o nne c t e d I am l i s t i n g h e r e f o r f u t u r e r e f e r e n c e .
These w e r e p r o b a b l y r e c o r d e d i n Edgecomb C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a :

C o l . E t h e l d r e d P h i l i p s , i n v e n t o r y taken b y F i g u r e s L e w i s ,
B e n j a . P h i l l i p s and Exum L ew i s , Ma y 9 , 1 7 9 5 , A u g u s t C o u r t 1795 .
" , . . S a i d E t h e l d r e d P h i l i p s deceased was S h e r i f f i n 1793 and p u b l i c
a c coun t s f o r t h a t y e a r had t o b e a d j u s t e d , M a y C o u r t 1 7 9 8 .
D i v i s i o n o f n e g r o e s a g r e e a b l e t o t h e w i l l amo n g Jane P h i l i p s , widow
o f t h e d e c d . ; C h a r l o t t e J a c k s o n , d a u g h t e r ; E xum P h i l i p s , s o n ;
E l i z a b e t h P h i l i p s , d a u g h t e r ; S a l l y P h i l i p s , d a u g h t e r ; N a n c y
P h i l i p s , d a u g h t e r ; E a t o n P h i l i p s , s o n ; a n d F i g e r s P h i l i p s , s o n ,
Feb . 2 0 , 1 7 9 9 , Feb . C t . 1 7 9 9 . . . J a n e P h i l i p s p r i n c i p a l b u y e r .

O t h e r b u y e r s : Exum P h i l i p s J r . , Exum P h i l i p s S r . E l i z a .
P h i l l i p s , H a r t w e l l P h i l i p s , S a l l e y P h i l i p s , a nd F r e d e r i c k P h i l i p s ,
A u g . C t . 1 7 9 9 . D i v i s i o n o f e s t a t e a g r e e a b l e t o t h e w i l l amo n g t h e
same p e r s o n s l i s t e d i n t h e above d i s t r i b u t i o n , O c t . 2 5 , 1 7 9 9 , N o v .
c t . 1799 .

Exum P h i l l i p s , i n v e n t o r y t a k e n b y J a c o b B a t t l e , e x r . , J a n .
1 8 0 3 , F e b . C t . 1 8 0 3 . . . b u y i n g . . . M a t t h e w P h i l i p s , E xum P h i l i p s , F r e d
P h i l i p s , November C o u r t 1804 . A c c o u n t c u r r e n t w i t h Jacob B a t t l e
and E l i a s B r y a n , e x r s . Pene l o pe N i c h o l s o n was p a i d f o r b o a r d i n g
James and Thomas P h i l i p s ; l e g a c i e s w e r e p a i d t o Ma t t hew and James
P h i l i p s ; boa rd p a i d f o r Joseph P h i l i p s , Thomas P h i l i p s and P o l l e y
P h i l i p s , J a n u a r y 1 0 , 1 8 0 5 , F e b r u a r y C o u r t 1805.

HARTWELL P H I L I P S , a c coun t s of s a l e s by EXUM P h i l i p s , J u n r . and



F r e d e r i c k P h i l i p s , e x r s . , December 1 8 and 1 9 , 1801 , a n d J a n u a r y 1 5 ,

F e b r u a r y 2 0 , and A p r i l 1 9 , 1 8 0 2 . F . P h i l i p s was t h e p r i n c i p a l
b u y e r and O l i v e P h i l i p s , J e a n P h i l i p s , J a n e P h i l i p s , E l i z a b e t h
P h i l i p s , E l i z a b e t h P h i l i p s , J u n r . , Exum P h i l i p s , S e n r . , a nd Exum
P h i l i p s , J u n r . , w e r e b u y e r s , M a y C o u r t 1802. F r e d e r i c k P h i l i p s ,
Exum P h i l i p s , J u n r . , a nd Exum P h i l i p s , S e n r . , e x r s . , O c t 1 5 , 1 8 0 1 ,
November C o u r t 1 8 0 2 . A c c o u n t of s a l e of p a r t of t h e p r o p e r t y by
F r e d ' r k P h i l i p s , e x r . , J u n e 1 9 , 1 8 0 2 , F e b . C o u r t 1 8 0 4 . . . D i v i s i o n o f
m o n e y a r i s i n g f r o m t h e e s t a t e amon g t h e l a w f u l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,
name l y M a r y C l a r y , Rebekah Hancock , F r e d e r i c k P h i l i p s , J a n e
P h i l i p s , O l i v e Weeks and E l i z a b e t h P h i l i p s , Sep tembe r 2 8 , 1805 ,
November C o u r t 1805. S a l e o f n e g r o e s a g r e e a b l e t o t h e w i l l , t o b e
d i v i d e d amon g t h e f o u r c h i l d r e n o f H I S l a s t w i f e , F e b r u a r y C o u r t
1807. Accoun t c u r r e n t w i t h F r e d e r i c k P h i l i p s and Exum P h i l i p s ,
e x r s . , F e b r u a r y C o u r t 1807. A c c o u n t c u r r e n t o f t h e h e i r s o f h i s
w i f e w i t h F r e d e r i c k P h i l i p s , e x r . , A u g u s t C o u r t 1 8 0 7 .

JAMES J . P H I L I P S , P e g g y B . P h i l i p s , P h e r e b y J . P h i l i p s ,
E l i z a b e t h P h i l i p s , and Penn i n ah T. P h i l i p s , c h i l d r e n o f F. P h i l i p s ,
a c c o u n t c u r r e n t w i t h F r e d e r i c k P h i l i p s , g u a r d i a n . L e g a c y was
r e c e i v e d f r o m Cha r l e s Co leman, e x r . o f C a t h e r i n e Pee l e , d e c d . ,
A u g u s t C o u r t 1817. A c c o u n t c u r r e n t w i t h t h e g u a r d i a n , Ma y C o u r t
1818 .

JANE P H I L I P S , i n v e n t o r y t a k e n b y Exum P h i l i p s , e x r . , March 5 ,
1 8 0 4 , A u g u s t C o u r t 1805 . A c c o u n t of s a l e by t h e e x r . , November 5,
1804 E l i z a . P h i l i p s , E x um P h i l i p s , S a l l y P h i l i p s , Nan c y P h i l i p s ,
and C h a r l o t t e Jackson b o u g h t e v e r y t h i n g , A u g u s t C o u r t
1 8 0 5 . . . D i v i s i o n o f r e s i d u a r y e s t a t e (money) a c c o r d i n g t o t h e w i l l
e q u a l l y among a l l o f h e r c h i l d r e n , n am e l y , C h a r l o t t e Jack son , E x um
P h i l i p s , S a l l y P h i l i p s , N a n c y P h i l i p s , E a t o n P h i l i p s a n d F i g u r e s
P h i l i p s , November 1805 , November C o u r t 1805.

JOAH P H I L I P S , i n v e n t o r y t a k e n b y S a r a h P h i l i p s , a d m r s . ,
November 2 8 , 1 7 9 7 , F e b r u a r y C o u r t 1 7 9 8 . A c c o u n t of s a l e by t h e
a dm r s . , F e b r u a r y 1 7 , 1798 . H e n r y P h i l i p s , S a r a h P h i l i p s , and Dav i d
P h i l i p s were b u y e r s , A u g u s t C o u r t 1800 .

JOHN P H I L I P S ( o r p h a n ) i n v e n t o r y t a k e n b y E t h e l d r e d Exum ,
J a n u a r y 1 8 0 5 , F e b r u a r y C o u r t 1805. E t h e l d r e d Exum , A dm r. ,
E t h e l d r e d SExum, F r e d e r i c k P h i l i p s and J a n e P h i l i p s b o u g h t t h e
sm a l l e s t a t e , F e b r u a r y C o u r t 1 8 0 5 . . . D i v i s i o n o f money a r i s i n g f r o m
t h e e s t a t e e q u a l l y amon g t h e s i x l a w f u l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , t o w i t ,
M a r y C l a r y , Rebekah Hancock , F r e d e r i c k P h i l i p s , J a n e P h i l i p s , O l i f
Weeks , and E l i z a b e t h P h i l i p s , s i s t e r s and b r o t h e r o f s a i d d e c d . ,
A u g u s t 2 0 , 1 8 0 5 , A u g u s t C o u r t 1 8 0 5 .

JOSEPH P H I L I P S , i n v e n t o r y t a k e n b y E t h e l d r e d P h i l i p s and Exum
P h i l i p s , e x r s . , December 3 and 4 , 1 7 8 4 , November C o u r t 1 7 8 5 .
A c c o u n t c u r r e n t w i t h E t h e l d r e d P h i l i p s , a c t i n g e x r . F u n e r a l
e x p e n s e s w e r e p a i d Oc tobe r 2 4 , 1784 . D i v i s i o n o f money a r i s i n g



f r o m t h e e s t a t e amon g B e n j a m i n P h i l i p s , E x um P h i l i p s , J o seph

P h i l i p s , S a r a h P h i l i p s , J o seph S umn e r and w i f e and E t h e l d r e d
P h i l i p s , A u g u s t C o u r t 1789. ( S o y o u c a n s e e t h i s Joseph P h i l i p s
was t h e f a t h e r o f S a r a h P h i l i p s who m a r r i e d J o s e p h S umne r .

NANCY P H I L I P S , a c c oun t c u r r e n t w i t h D a v i d P h i l i p s , admr.
A c c o u n t r e c e i v e d a s h e r p r o p o r t i o n a t e s h a r e o f h e r f a t h e r ' s e s t a t e ,
w i t h W i l l i a m P h i l i p s a s h e r f o rme r g u a r d i a n , November C o u r t 1 8 0 3 .
A c c o u n t r e c e i v e d a s h e r p r o p o r t i o n a t e s h a r e o f h e r f a t h e r ' s e s t a t e ,
w i t h W i l l i a m P h i l i p s a s h e r f o rm e r g u a r d i a n , November C o u r t 1803 .
A d d i t i o n a l a c coun t c u r r e n t w i t h t h e a dm r . , F e b r u a r y C o u r t 1804.
D i v i s i o n o f m o n e y a r i s i n g f r o m t h e e s t a t e e q u a l l y a m o n g t h e n i n e
c l a i m a n t s , n a m e l y , A n n D u r d e n ; B e n j a . P h i l i p s , W i l l i a m P h i l i p s ;
So lomon P h i l i p s ; D a v i d P h i l i p s ; Andrew P h i l i p s ; E l i z a b e t h W i g g i n s ,
w i f e o f Thomas W i g g i n s ; P e g g y G a r d n e r , w i f e o f Jonathan G a r d n e r ,
J u n r . ; a nd H a r d y P h i l i p s , A p r i l 2 8 , 1804 , Ma y C o u r t 1 8 0 4 .

A s y o u have s e e n i n t h e f o r e g o i n g r e c o r d s E x um P ( h i l i p s ? )
S um n e r was t h e s o n o f J o s e p h S um n e r J r . and h i s w i f e Ma r t h a
P h i l i p s , d a u g h t e r o f Joseph and Sarah (Exum) P h i l i p s . When Joseph
Sumn e r J r . d i e d , Exum's m o t h e r , S a r a h , m a r r i e d S imon W i l l i ams 11
December 1803 i n Dav idson C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e , where she had removed
a f t e r Joseph ' s d e a t h .

The 1820 c e n s u s o f Da v i d s o n C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e , shows:

Escum S um n e r , 1 ma l e a g e 2 6 - 4 5 ; 1 f ema l e 2 6 - 4 5 ; 3 f ema l e s
unde r 1 0 . They were l i v i n g n e x t d o o r t o S imon W i l l i a m s .

The w i l l o f B e n j a m i n W i l l i a m s , Edgecomb C o u n t y , N o r t h
C a r o l i n a , 1793 , names c h i l d r e n S im o n , E l i s h a , M a r y and B e n j a m i n .

The w i l l o f J oanna W i l l i a m s r e c o r d e d i n B e r t i e C o u n t y , N o r t h
C a r o l i n a , J a n u a r y 1 2 , 1747 ( 4 8 7 ) , J u l y C o u r t 1 7 5 6 . . . s o n s R i c h a r d
and Thomas. D a u g h t e r E l i z a Sm i t h . G r a n d c h i l d r e n S imon W i l l i a m s ,
A r t h u r B r o w n , M a r y S m i t h , P e n e l o p e W i l l i a m s and M a r y H a r r e l l .
W i t n e s s ed b y John H a r r e l l & E a s t h r Cheatam.

J o s e p h John S um n e r , s o n o f J o s e p h and Ma r t h a ( P h i l i p s ) S um n e r ,
and b r o t h e r o f Exum P. S u m n e r , d rowned i n t h e G u l f o f M e x i c o . H e
h a d a s o n named W i l l i a m H e n r y S umne r b o r n 2 4 S e p t emb e r 1813 and
d i e d 3 0 J u n e 1816 . The s t o r y o f h i s d e a t h i s m o r e f a s c i n a t i n g t h a n
fi c t i o n . H e had g o n e t o L o u i s i a n a w i t h s om e o f h i s r e l a t i v e s ,
i n c l u d i n g Thomas M a r t i n (who had m a r r i e d h i s c o u s i n
P h i l i p s , d a u g h t e r o f J o s e p h P h i l i p s ? ) , t o homes tead l a n d and r a i s e
s u g a r c a n e .

On Sunda y m o r n i n g 28 December 1 8 1 3 , d u r i n g t h e Wa r of 1 8 1 2 ,
J o s e p h S um n e r , Thomas M a r t i n , a M r . P a t t e n and a M r . C o f f e y and
o t h e r s t o o k a schoone r and s e t o u t t o fi n d b a d l y needed s u p p l i e s
t h a t w e r e h a r d to c ome by because of t h e w a r . They fi n a l l y f ound
some s u p p l i e s and we r e r e t u r n i n g home when a t e r r i b l e s t o r m came u p



on t h e i r s e c o n d n i g h t o u t . They d r o p ped an c ho r and s t a y e d w i t h t h e

b o a t u n t i l d a y l i g h t when t h e y t h o u g h t t h e y m i g h t s a f e l y r e sume
t h e i r t r i p b u t t h e y s o o n f o u n d t h e i r b o a t t o b e s i n k i n g . T h e y
s t a r t e d t h r o w i n g t h i n g s o u t o f t h e b o a t h o p i n g t h e y c o u l d s a v e i t
b u t i t was o f n o u s e t h e b o a t was s l o w l y s i n k i n g . They had a y a w l
and a l l e x c e p t t h r e e o r f o u r men g o t i n t h a t . J o s e p h S um n e r , M r .
P a t t e n , t h e p i l o t a nd a s e r v a n t s t a y e d w i t h t h e s c h o o n e r , a p a r t o f
w h i c h was s t i l l o u t o f t h e w a t e r , w h i l e t h e o t h e r s t r i e d t o make i t
t h e h a l f m i l e t o l a n d t o g e t h e l p . M r . C o f f e y , "one o f t h e
s a i l o r s , " r e t u r n e d l a t e r t o fi n d Jo seph , h i s a rms a r o u nd a p l a n k ,
drowned. M r . P a t t e n and t h e p i l o t c o u l d n o t be f o u n d . The s e r v a n t
was h a n g i n g o n t h e m o s t p e r f e c t l y ( i n s i n c i b l e ? ) , t h e y b r o u g h t them
a s h o r e .

J o s e p h was b u r i e d o n a n e a r b y i s l a n d . They h a d l o s t a l l t h e i r
p r o v i s i o n s and had o n l y a s m a l l y a w l w i t h w h i c h t o t r y t o g e t home.
Two d a y s l a t e r t h e y w e r e r e s c u e d b y t h e famous p i r a t e J e a n L a F i t t e
who t r e a t e d them w i t h t h e g r e a t e s t p o s s i b l e k i n d n e s s , t a k i n g them
aboard h i s v e s s e l a n d g i v i n g t h em a b o u n t i f u l b r e a k f a s t . L a F i t t e
g a v e them a schoone r and p r o v i s i o n s and sen t M r . M a r t i n ' s w i f e a
d i m i g o n o f Madar i w i n e and " t h e fi r s t p i n e a p p l e cheese I e v e r s aw. "
H e g a v e M r . M a r t i n a warm c a p e w i t h a hood a t t a c h e d .

I n l a t e r y e a r s when L a F i t t e was o n t h e r u n and dec ided t o
su r r ende r he s e n t a s e r v a n t t o M r . M a r t i n who a r r a n g e d f o r h im t o
g i v e h i m s e l f u p .

"M r s . S um n e r , m y nea res t n e i g h b o r , " M r s . M a r t i n l a t e r w r o t e ,
"was w i t h m e t h e e v e n i n g b e f o r e t h e y a r r i v e d home. We we r e f e a r f u l
some a c c i d e n t h a d happened b e i n g g o n e much l o n g e r t h a n w e e x p e c t e d .
B u t i t came s o o n f o r h e r . I n e v e r w i t n e s s e d g r e a t e r g r i e f and
s o r r o w . L o n g d i d she mo a r n f o r h e r d e a r husband . She was t h e
mother o f two l i t t l e b o y s . H i s b r o t h e r s e n t f o r h i s r ema i ns w h i c h
w e r e b r o u g h t and b u r i e d a t h i s home 1813 . " ( I wonder i f t h e
b r o t h e r r e f e r r e d t o was Exum o r maybe Duke W . ) . ( Ta k e n f r o m t h e
Memo i rs o f M a r t h a P h i l i p s M a r t i n o n m i c r o fi l m i n t h e Te n n e s s e e
S t a t e L i b r a r y and A r c h i v e s ) .

The above Ma r t h a P h i l i p s M a r t i n w a s t h e d a u g h t e r o f J o s e p h
P h i l i p s and h i s w i f e , M i l b u r y H o r n . I n h e r memoi rs she g i v e s a
v i v i d a c coun t o f h e r l i f e a n d t i m e s a n d much i n f o r m a t i o n abou t h e r
f a m i l y . She was b o r n i n 1792 and ma r r i e d Thomas M a r t i n i n 1809 .
H e was f r o m C o u n t y Down , I r e l a n d , and l a n d e d i n New Yo r k i n 1800 .
Th i s f a m i l y w a s c l o s e f r i e n d s t o Andrew Jackson who v i s i t e d t h e i r
home o n mo r e t h a n o n e o c c a s i o n . M r s . M a r t i n t e l l s o f v i s i t i n g h i m
s h o r t l y b e f o r e h e d i e d .

J o s e p h John Sumner 's r ema i n s w e r e b r o u g h t home t o N a s h v i l l e
a n d b u r i e d a t " S y l v a n H a l l " t h e home o f C a p t a i n Joseph P h i l i p s ,
R e v o l u t i o n a r y s o l d i e r . The f a r m i s l o c a t e d o n D i c k e r s o n P i k e , 6
m i l e s n o r t h o f N a s h v i l l e , Te n n e s s e e . H i s t ombs tone r e a d s :



"Beneath t h i s i n s c r i p t i o n l i e s t h e u n f o r t u n a t e J o s e p h John

S u m n e r who was b o r n A u g u s t 1 4 , 1780 a n d p e r i s h e d i n t h e G u l f o f
M e x i c o o n t h e M o r n i n g o f December 2 8 , 1 8 1 3 . . . . . "

B u r i e d b e s i d e h i m is a s o n , W i l l i a m H e n r y S u m n e r , Sep tembe r
2 4 , 1 8 1 3 , J u n e 3 0 , 1 8 1 6 . O t h e r i n s c r i p t i o n s f o u n d i n t h i s o l d
c e m e t e r y a r e :

J o s e p h P h i l l i p s ( s p e l l e d w i t h t w o 1 ' s ) , O c t o b e r 3 1 , 1 7 6 3 , M a y
2 2 , 1 8 2 2 , b o r n i n N o r t h C a r o l i n a and s e t t l e d o n t h i s p l a c e i n 1 7 9 1 .

M i l b i r y ( H o r n ) P h i l l i p s , w i f e o f J . P h i l l i p s , December 4 ,
1 7 6 4 , December 1 9 , 1 8 5 1 , b o r n in N o r t h C a r o l i n a and s e t t l e d on t h i s
p l a c e i n 1 7 9 1 .

W i l l i a m D . P h i l l i p s , s o n o f J o s e p h and M i l b i r y P h i l l i p s , b o r n
o n t h i s f a r m A p r i l 1 9 , 1 8 0 4 , d i e d where h e was b o r n and l i v e d , J u n e
1 5 , 1 8 7 9 .

E l i z a D w y e r , w i f e o f W i l l i a m D . P h i l l i p s , d a u g h t e r o f D a n i e l
and B r i d g e t D w y e r , b o r n a t R o s c r e a , T i p p e r a r y C o u n t y , I r e l a n d ,
A u g u s t 3 , 1 8 0 1 , d i e d M a y 1 0 , 1871 .

M a r g a r e t Thomas, w i f e o f J o s i a h F. W i l l i a m s , and d a u g h t e r o f
J o s e p h a n d M i l b r e y P h i l l i p s , S e p t e m b e r 3 0 , 1 7 9 9 - 1 8 4 4 .

To t h e M e m o r y o f J o s i a h F. W i l l i a m s , t h i s monument i s e r e c t e d
b y h i s c h i l d r e n ; h e was b o r n o n t h e 2nd d a y o f F e b r u a r y , 1 7 8 0 and
d i e d o n t h e 2 9 t h d a y o f November, 1 8 5 1 . H i s l i f e was c h a r a c t e r i z e d
b y i n fl e x i b l e h o n e s t y , s t e r l i n g . , t h e m o s t u n p r e t e n d i n g

,  e t c .

S a l l y P h i l l i p s , A u g u s t 1 , 1 7 8 3 , J a n u a r y 1 9 , 1859 , W i l l i a m
W i l l i a m s a n d S a l l y P h i l l i p s m a r r i e d F e b r u a r y 1 1 , 1807.

W i l l i a m W i l l i a m s , A p r i l 1 5 , 1 7 7 6 , M a r c h 6 , 1 8 7 2 .

I n M e m o r y o f C h a r l o t t e P h i l l i p s , who d i e d J u l y 2 3 , 1811 i n t h e
1 6 t h y e a r o f h e r a g e .

H e n r y W i l l i a m s , a m o r a l a n d i n t e l l i g e n t you th ,1 ] M a y 3 , 1 8 1 4 ,
J u l y 1 4 , 1 8 2 6

E l i s h a W i l l i a m s d i e d A u g u s t 1 7 , 1 8 1 1 , a g e 7 2 y e a r s , m a r r i e d
March 2 5 , 1775 a n d h a d 6 c h i l d r e n , W i l l i a m , B e t s e y , J o s h u a , E l i s h a ,
J o s i a h , M a r t h a

S a c r e d t o t h e M e m o r y o f E l i z a N . , d a u g h t e r o f W i l l i a m
W i l l i a m s , w i f e o f Evande r M c I v e r , d e p a r t e d t h i s l i f e M a r c h 2 8 ,
1 8 2 6 , in t h e 1 9 t h y e a r o f h e r a g e . ( E v a n d e r i s ment ioned in t h e o l d
c o l l e c t i o n o f S u m n e r l e t t e r s owned b y t h e l a t e E m m e t t S u m n e r ) .



M a r y , d a u g h t e r o f W i l l i a m and Sa r a h ( S a l l y ) W i l l i a m s and w i f e

of R o b e r t M. P o r t e r , b o r n O c t o b e r 2 6 , 1 8 1 6 , m a r r i e d December 4,
1 8 3 8 , d i e d Ma r c h 2 1 , 1 8 3 9 .

Ma r t h a H . W i l l i a m s , November 2 9 , 1 8 0 9 , November 3 , 1 8 3 3 .

R o b e r t , i n f a n t s o n o f J . F. and M . T. W i l l i a m s

Evander M c I v e r W i l l i a m s , Ma y 5 , 1 8 2 9 , December 2 7 , 1855

D a v i d D . , s o n o f J . F. and M . t . W i l l i a m s , J a n u a r y 1 1 , 1 8 2 9 ,
F e b r u a r y 1 7 , 1829

W i l l i a m , s o n o f W i l l i a m D . a n d E l i z a P h i l l i p s , S e p t embe r 3 ,
1 8 4 6 , J u l y 1 1 , 1862

" F a t h e r " W i l l i a m P. H a r d i n g

"Mo t he r " M i l b e r r y C . P h i l l i p s ( I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g how man y
d i f f e r e n t ways t h i s name i s s p e l l e d a l l i n t h e same f a m i l y )

S a r a h , i n f a n t c h i l d o f W i l l i a m D . and E l i z a P h i l l i p s who d i e d
J u l y 1 8 2 3 , a g e 6 mon t h s .

SMYRNA CHURCH, TENNESSEE

W i l l i a m P h i l l i p s , Sep tembe r 1 0 , 1 7 8 8 , O c t o b e r 2 , 1877

S a r a P h i l l i p s , w i f e o f W i l l i a m P h i l l i p s

OLD C I T Y CEMETERY

M u r f r e e s b o r o , Te n n e s s e e

M a r y W i l l i a m s , b o r n A u g u s t 9 , 1 7 9 0 , d i e d A p r i l 1 5 , 1828

E l i s h a W i l l i a m s , J r . , b o r n O c t o b e r 2 0 , 1 8 2 2 , d i e d O c t o b e r 3 1 ,
1848

S a r a J . R a y C h i l d r e s s , b o r n J u l y 3 1 , 1 8 1 5 , d i e d Ma r ch 1 4 , 1850

I n Memo r y o f J o s e p h John P. W i l l i a m s , b o r n December 1 0 , 1 8 1 7 ,
d i e d M a y 3 1 , 1 8 5 2 .

I n Memo r y o f H e n r y J . W i l l i a m s , y o unge s t s o n o f E l i s h a and
M a r y W i l l i a m s , b o r n June 3 0 , 1 8 2 5 , d i e d A p r i l 1 8 , 1 8 5 5 (James Exum
S umn e r S r . w a s h i s a d m i n i s t r a t o r ) .

S a r a h H . W i l l i a m s , c o n s o r t o f E l i s h a W i l l i a m s , b o r n November
1 7 3 5 , d e p a r t e d t h i s l i f e Sep tembe r 1 , 1857 ( n o d o u b t , t h i s



b i r t h was t y p e d w r o n g - I g o t i t f r o m a b o o k - I t p r o b a b l y s h o u l d b e

1 7 8 5 .

C I T Y CEMETERY

N a s h v i l l e , Te n n e s s e e

W i l l i a m H . S um n e r f r o m New O r l e a n s , Member o f C o n v e n t i o n H e l d
i n N a s h v i l l e ; d i e d A u g u s t , 1810 (Was h e a member o f t h e same
f a m i l y a s Joseph John Sumn e r who went t o L o u i s i a n a and drowned
t he r e? There i s a n o l d l e t t e r i n t h e Emmett Sumner c o l l e c t i o n f r om
a James Johns o f New O r l e a n s t o E . P . S u m n e r , N a s h v i l l e , Tennessee )

DICKSON COUNTY, TENNESSEE MARRIAGES

J o s e p h P h i l l i p s t o M a r t h a W i l l i a m s , O c t o b e r 1 4 , 1812 b y Edmund
C r u t c h e r . A b l e W i l l i a m s and Joseph P h i l l i p s , S u r e t i e s .

When Sa r a h C a t h a r i n e ( P a r k s ) S um n e r , w i f e o f James Exum
S um n e r , S r . , d i e d she l e f t h e r o l d t r u n k t o Emmet t S um n e r who l a t e r
moved t o A m a r i l l o , Te x a s . The o l d t r u n k was f u l l o f o l d l e t t e r s
and p a p e r s d a t i n g back t o t h e 1800s . I w i l l a l w a y s b e g r a t e f u l t o
Emmett f o r s h a r i n g t h e s e o l d l e t t e r s w i t h me . F r om them I was a b l e
t o g l e a n t h e names o f James Exum's b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s and i t g a v e
m e a g o o d f o u n d a t i o n o n w h i c h t o b u i l d t h e S um n e r f a m i l y t r e e .

Con t a i ned i n t h e o l d t r u n k was t h e o r i g i n a l w i l l o f Ma r t h a
P h i l i p s - S u m n e r - W i l l i a m s :

L a s t W i l l and Tes tamen t o f

MARTHA W I L L I AMS

The l a s t w i l l and t e s t amen t o f Ma r t h a W i l l i a m s i n t h e n am e o f
God Amen!

I , Ma r t h a W i l l i a m s o f t h e C o u n t y o f D a v i d s o n and S t a t e o f
Te n n e s s e e b e i n g i n a l o w s t a t e o f h e a l t h b u t o f a sound m i n d and
d i s p o s i n g memo r y d o make and p u b l i s h t h i s a s m y l a s t w i l l and
t e s t amen t r e v o k i n g a l l o t h e r s b y m e h e r e t o f o r e made, v i z :

l s t . I t i s m y w i l l t h a t a l l m y j u s t d e b t s and b u r i a l e x p e n s e s
i n c l u d i n g a n e n c l o s u r e around m y g r a v e and s u c h o t h e r t h i n g s a s m a y
b e deemed p r o p e r a n d n e c e s s a r y a b o u t t h e s ame b e fi r s t p a i d o u t o f
a n y mon ies t h a t I may l e a v e or o u t o f t h e fi r s t t h a t s h a l l come to
t h e hands o f m y e x e c u t o r s

2nd . I t i s m y w i l l t h a t a l l m y l a n d t o g e t h e r w i t h m y s t o c k o f
e v e r y k i n d , my hou s eho l d and k i t c h e n f u r n i t u r e and f a r m i n g u t e n s i l s



and c r o p o f e v e r y k i n d t h a t I ma y l e a v e o n hand b e s o l d b y m y

e x e c u t o r s o n such te rms a s t h e y ma y deem b e s t and t h e p r o c e e d s t o
b e e q u a l l y d i v i d e d amo n g a l l m y g r a n d c h i l d r e n s h a r e and s h a r e
a l i k e .

3 r d . I w i l l t o m y g r a n d s o n Jacob B . S umn e r t h e f o l l o w i n g
s l a v e s , v i z - - A a r o n , D a n i e l , N a n c y and S a l l y and t h e i r f u t u r e
i n c r e a s e now i n h i s p o s s e s s i o n . .

4 t h . I w i l l t o m y g r a n d s o n James E . S um n e r t h e f o l l o w i n g
s l a v e s v i z - - H e n r y , A n n a , H a r r i e t and N e l s o n and t h e i r i n c r e a s e now
i n h i s p o s s e s s i o n .

5 t h . I w i l l t o m y g r a n d d a u g h t e r E l i z a P. S umn e r t h e
f o l l o w i n g s l a v e s v i z - - P a t t y , A n t h o n y , s o n o f P a t t y , John , L e v i and
F r a n k and t h e i r i n c r e a s e now i n h e r p o s s e s s i o n and a l s o M o s e now i n
m y p o s s e s s i o n f o r and d u r i n g h e r n a t u r a l l i f e and a t h e r d ea t h t o
h e r c h i l d r e n i f s he s h a l l l e a v e a n y , b u t i f s h e s h a l l l e a v e n o n e
t h e s a i d s l a v e s a r e t o g o t o h e r b r o t h e r s a n d s i s t e r s o f t h e i r
l a w f u l h e i r s .

6 t h . I w i l l t o m y g r a n d d a u g h t e r Mar tha Ann L a n i e r , m y s l a v e s
C e l i a , B e n , Sam and J e s s i e and t h e i r i n c r e a s e now i n h e r p o s s e s s i o n
and a l s o Edna and i n c r e a s e now i n m y p o s s e s s i o n f o r and d u r i n g h e r
n a t u r a l l i f e and a t h e r dea t h t o h e r c h i l d r e n and i n case she d i e s
w i t h o u t c h i l d r e n t h e same i s t o g o t o h e r b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s o r
t h e i r l a w f u l h e i r s - - ‑

7 t h . I w i l l t o G r and d a u g h t e r J a n e L o v e t h e f o l l o w i n g s l a v e s ,
v i z : J u d y , B i d d y , P om p e y, H e n r y and R a n d a l l now i n h e r p o s s e s s i o n
and t h e i r i n c r e a s e and a l s o M i l b e r r y now i n h e r p o s s e s s i o n a n d
t h e i r i n c r e a s e and a l s o M i l b e r r y now i n m y p o s s e s s i o n a n d i n c r e a s e
f o r and d u r i n g h e r n a t u r a l l i f e and a t h e r d e a t h t o h e r c h i l d r e n
and i f she s h a l l d i e w i t h o u t c h i l d r e n t h e n t h e same i s t o g o t o h e r
b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s and t h e i r l a w f u l h e i r s .

8 t h . I w i l l t o m y G rand d a u g h t e r M a r i a H i n t o n , m y s l a v e s
S t e r l i n g and B e t s y now i n h e r p o s s e s s i o n and t h e i r i n c r e a s e and
a l s o E l l e n n o w i n m y p o s s e s s i o n and i n c r e a s e f o r and d u r i n g h e r
n a t u r a l l i f e and a t h e r d e a t h t o h e r c h i l d r e n a n d i f s h e s h a l l
l e a v e n o c h i l d r e n t h e n t o h e r b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s o r t h e i r l a w f u l
h e i r s

9 t h . I w i l l t o m y G r a n d D a u g h t e r S u s a n W i l l i a m s m y s l a v e s
Hannah , P e n n y , Bob and C h e r r y n o w i n h e r p o s s e s s i o n and i n c r e a s e
a n d a l s o J a n e n o w i n m y p o s s e s s i o n a n d i n c r e a s e f o r and d u r i n g h e r
n a t u r a l l i f e and a t h e r d e a t h t o h e r c h i l d r e n and i f she s h a l l d i e
w i t h o u t c h i l d r e n t h e same s h a l l g o t o h e r b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s o r
t h e i r l a w f u l h e i r s .

1 0 t h . I w i l l t h e r e s i d u e o f m y p r o p e r t y c o n s i s t i n g o f s l a v e s
C h e r r y , L u c y , S am , L i z e t t e , M a l i n d a , Rhoda , R o s e , D a v y , G e o r g e ,



B i a s , P e t e r , J a m e s , T a y l o r a n d J o r d a n a n d a n y money o r o t h e r t h i n g s

n o t h e r e u n t o f o r e s p e c i a l l y b e q u e a t h e d t o b e e q u a l l y d i v i d e d among
m y s e v e n g r a n d c h i l d r e n v i z

1 . J a c o b B. Sumner
2 . g a m e s E . S u m n e r
3 . E l i z a P. Sumner
4 . J a n e L o v e
5 . M a r i a h H i n t o n
6 . Mar tha A . L a n i e r

and
7 . S u s a n W i l l i a m s t h e p o r t i o n s f a l l i n g t o m y G r a n d d a u g h t e r s

E l i z a P . S u m n e r , S u s a n W i l l i a m s , J a n e L o v e a n d M a r i a h H i n t o n t o b e
s u b j e c t t o t h e s a m e r e s t r i c t i o n s a s c o n t a i n e d i n i t e m s 5 , 6 , 7 , 8 ,
9 , o f t h i s m y w i l l a n d t h a t a l l t h e p r o p e r t y above g i v e n t o m y s a i d
Grand D a u g h t e r s s h a l l b e t o t h e i r s o l e and s e p a r a t e u s e a n d f r e e
f r o m t h e d e b t s of t h e i r husbands.

l l t h . I t i s m y w i l l t h a t a d i v i s i o n o f m y p r o p e r t y a s a b o v e
s e t f o r t h s h a l l t a k e p l a c e a s s o o n a f t e r m y d e a t h a s p o s s i b l e . I
d o h e r e b y o r d a i n and a p p o i n t Jacob B . S u m n e r a n d J a m e s E . S u m n e r
e x e c u t o r s o f t h i s m y l a s t w i l l and testament a n d i t i s m y w i l l t h a t
t h e y b e n o t r e q u i r e d t o g i v e s e c u r i t y G i v e n u n d e r m y hand and s e a l
t h i s t h e 1 7 t h D a y o f A p r i l 1855 .

M a r t h a  X  W i l l i a m s  ( S e a l )

Te s t } W i l l i a m D . P h i l l i p s

j s . S . H a l l

A t r u e c o p y a t t e s t

T. ( F ? ) R. Chattam? Cheatam?) C l e r k

O n t h e o u t s i d e o f t h e t h i r d p a g e : " M a r t h a W i l l i a m s , C o p y o f W i l l ,"

A l l t h e g r a n d c h i l d r e n named i n t h e a b o v e W i l l seem t o b e
b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s , h o w e v e r , I have n o t f o u n d a n y t h i n g t o p r o v e
t h a t S u s a n W i l l i a m s was a s i s t e r a l t h o u g h I t h i n k she w a s . A S u s a n
w a s ment ioned in t h e o l d S u m n e r l e t t e r s . T h i s S u s a n was m a r r i e d to
3g. J . A b e r n a t h y b y t h e n . H e w r i t e s t o James Exum S u m n e r a n d
reminds h i m n o t to f o r g e t Susan ' s l a d i e s b o o k . In a n o t h e r l e t t e r
h e m e n t i o n s S u s a n ' s c o n d i t i o n .

I t seems t h a t J a m e s Exum S u m n e r m a y h a v e b e e n a f o r e m a n o v e r
a f a r m i n M u r f r e e s b o r o f o r J . J . A b e r n a t h y i n t h e m i d - 1 8 5 0 s .

S u s a n A b e r n a t h y l e f t a w i l l i n L i n c o l n C o u n t y , T e n n e s s e e , 9
M a r c h 1 8 7 6 , n a m i n g husband J . J . A b e r n a t h y a n d c h i l d r e n H e n r y J . ,
M a r y and I d a (I a l s o c o p i e d a c h i l d as "Susan E. Sumner" or "Susan



and S . E . S umne r " ) , a l l t h e l a n d I p o s s e s s t o b e d i v i d e d e q u a l l y .

( S i g n e d ) S u s a n E . A b e r n a t h y

Wi tnesses : S h e r r o d W i l l i a m s
D a v i d L . G i p s o n

T h i s r e c o r d was t a k e n f r o m L i n c o l n C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e , m i c r o fi l m
r e c o r d s and I f a i l e d t o n o t e t h e book and p a g e .

MARTHA ANN SUMNER m a r r i e d C h u r c h i l l L a n i e r . She i s b e l i e v e d
t o have been t h e o l d e s t c h i l d o f E xum P. a n d Tem p e r a n c e ( D r a k e )
S u m n e r . M a n y members o f t h i s f a m i l y a r e b u r i e d a t S p r i n g h i l l
C e m e t e r y , M a d i s o n , Te n n e s s e e , n e a r O p r y l a n d .

I f o u n d t h e s e s t o n e s q u i t e b y a c c i d e n t . W e had t a k e n t h e
c h i l d r e n t o O p r y l a n dJ u n e 5 , 1 9 7 6 , and b y t h e t i m e w e g o t t h e r e i t
h a d s t a r t e d t o r a i n . W ew e r e r i d i n g a r o u nd w a i t i n g f o r t h e r a i n t o
s t o p when w e p a s s e d t h i s l a r g e c e m e t e r y . I s u g g e s t e d w e r i d e
t h r o u g h i t a nd s e e i f I c o u l d r e c o g n i z e a n y names a s s o many o f o u r
f a m i l i e s came f r om Dav i d s on C o u n t y . I i mm e d i a t e l y r e c o g n i z e d names
t h a t I had become s o f a m i l i a r w i t h o n p a p e r :

Church S . L a n i e r , b o r n J u l y 7 , 1 8 5 5 , d i e d Ma y 2 3 , 1903 " A man
t r u e t o e v e r y p o s i t i o n i n l i f e . "

A n n i e G r a y , w i f e o f Church L a n i e r , d i e d F e b r u a r y 2 , 1899
(These g r a v e s a r e on t h e G r a y l o t . There a r e more G r a y s b u r i e d
h e r e ; b u r i e d n e a r Jacksons . An Andrew Jackson G r a y b u r i e d h e r e ) .

M a r t h a A . L a n i e r , w i f e o f C . L a n i e r and d a u g h t e r o f E . P. and
Tempy S um n e r , November 1, 1 8 1 8 , A u g u s t 2 6 , 1857

C h l L a n i e r , S e p t emb e r 2 2 , 1 8 0 6 , S e p t emb e r 1 4 , 1889

W . I . L a n i e r , b o r n A p r i l 1 9 , 1 8 3 1 , d i e d F e b r u a r y 2 6 , 1908

M a r g a r e t L a n i e r , b o r n A p r i l 2 0 , 1 8 4 1 , d i e d Ma y 5 , 1917

James M . L a n i e r , b o r n Ma r c h 2 7 , 1870 ( f a i l e d t o c o p y d e a t h
d a t e )

W i l l i a m O . S t r a t t o n , 1840-1908

L i z z i e H a l l S t r a t t o n , 1 8 4 3 - 1 9 2 1

C a r r i e M . S t r a t t o n , 1866 - 1877

S u s a n E . , w i f e o f W i l l i s S . S t r a t t o n , A u g u s t 1 2 , 1 8 2 2 , O c t . 4 ,
1873

M a r y ( H e a t ? ) , d a u g h t e r o f W . S . & S . E . S t r a t t o n , J une 2 7 ,



1855 ( i n f a n t )

W i l l i s Swann d i e d A p r i l 1 3 , 1 8 3 2 , a g e 6 5 " f a t h e r , s o n and
d a u g h t e r r e i n t e r r e d i n o n e g r a v e "

( W i l l i s Swan J r a n d J a n e Swann o n l o t w i t h Mo r g a n s )

W i l l i a m Swa n n b o r n Powha t t an C o . , V a . 1790 d i e d A u g u s t 6 ,
1 8 5 3 , Da v i d s o n C o . , Te n n .

M a r y A . , W i f e o f Mad i s o n S t r a t t o n , Ma r ch 1 3 , 1 8 1 5 , Ma r c h 6 ,
1874 ( f a i l e d t o c o p y s t o n e f o r Mad i s on S t r a t t o n )

M a d i s o n , i n f a n t s o n o f M a r y A . and Mad i son S t r a t t o n

I n a n o t h e r p a r t o f t h e c e m e t e r y :

c . D. S um n e r , 1872-1930

E l i z a b e t h S u m n e r , 1874-1937

Hubba rd Saunde r s S um n e r , M a y 1 6 , 1 8 7 6 , A p r i l 1 9 , 1941

Ge r t r u de Buckner S um n e r , November 9 , 1 894 , December 2 4 , 1966

DOROTHY JANE SUMNER m a r r i e d N i c h o l a s 0 . L o v e . T h e y , t o o , a r e
b u r i e d a t S p r i n g h i l l o n a b e a u t i f u l p l o t w i t h a t o w e r i n g monument
"LOVE."

D o r o t h y J a n e L o v e , 1824 - 1897
N i c h o l a s Osbo r n L o v e , b o r n 1 8 2 2 , d i e d 18907
W i l l i a m E. L o v e , b o r n December 1 8 , 1 8 5 7 , d i e d December 1 7 ,

1 9 11
James B e n j a m i n L o v e , 1853-1858
New t o n H e r b e r t L o v e , 1850-1881 (He is shown on t h e 1850 c e n s u s

w i t h D o r o t h y J a n e and N . O . L o v e )
M i n o r a L o v e , 1 855 - 1 889
J e n n i e L o v e Ande r son , J u l y 2 0 , 1 8 6 1 , A u g u s t 7 , 1893

EL I ZA P . SUMNER, b o r n a b o u t 1 8 2 6 , m a r r i e d W i l l i a m H . " B i l l i e "
Adams. I t i s b e l i e v e d t h e y l i v e d i n Jackson C o u n t y . I f m emo r y
s e r v e s m e c o r r e c t l y I t h i n k L e n a Sm i t h Johnson t o l d m e t h e y l i v e d
h e r e . M a n y e a r l y Jackson C o u n t y m a r r i a g e s w e r e p e r f o r m e d b y W. H .
Adams. A f t e r t h e C i v i l Wa r E l i z a and B i l l y moved t o C o r d o v a ,
M e x i c o , a l o n g w i t h R o b e r t "Bob" R u s s e l l whe re t h e y homesteaded l a n d
b u t c o n d i t i o n s we r e t e r r i b l e t h e r e a c c o r d i n g t o l e t t e r s E l i z a w r o t e
bac k t o h e r f a m i l y and s h e may have r e t u r n e d t o N a s h v i l l e . N o t h i n g
i s known o f a n y c h i l d r e n .

MARIAH SUMNER, b o r n abou t ( 1 8 1 6 ? ) , m a r r i e d H a r r i s o n B . H i n t o n
i n Dav i d s on C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e , o n 3 0 November 1 8 3 7 . Among t h e i rchildren (1850 c e n s u s ) were : J o s e p h C. ( E ? ) , b o r n a bou t 1 8 3 8 ;



Sa r a h S . , b o r n a b o u t 1 8 4 0 ; W i l l i a m H . , b o r n a bou t 1842 ( h e was a

d o c t o r . . . s e n t p r e s c r i p t i o n t o James Exum S r . w h i l e h e was i n
A r k an sa s ; John 0 . (D>? ) , b o r n abou t 1 845 ; Jacob L . , b o r n abou t
1 8 4 7 ; James E . , b o r n a b o u t 1849 .

JAMES EXUM SUMNER. We w i l l c o v e r h i s f a m i l y l a t e r .

JACOB BATTLE SUMNER, b o r n June___1822 , d i e d 28 J a n u a r y 1872
(DAR N a t . N o . 193125 ) m a r r i e d 12 December 1 845 M a r y B a s s , b o r n 8
December 1 8 3 1 ( h e r t ombs tone i n S p r i n g h i l l Cem . s a y s 1 8 3 1 , t h e
S t r a t t o n DAR p a p e r s s a y 1 8 3 2 ) . M a r y B a s s S umn e r d i e d 1 2 Ma r ch
1858 . I t i s n o t known where Jacob B a t t l e S u m n e r , b r o t h e r o f James
Exum , i s b u r i e d . H e ha s n o tombs tone a t S p r i n g h i l l . H e m a y have
d i e d i n A r kansas where he l i v e d a f t e r t h e C i v i l W a r . Jacob and
M a r y h a d a s o n "J immy" and a d a u g h t e r L a u r a who m a r r i e d M o s e l y T.
S t r a t t o n o n 1 5 Ma y 1 8 7 4 . She was b o r n 2 4 Ma rch 1852 and d i e d 2 2
Ma r ch 1 8 9 2 . H e r husband wa s b o r n 17 A u g u s t 1845 and d i e d 14 J u l y
1 9 1 0 . B e f o r e h e r d e a t h a t a g e 9 3 , Ada S um n e r Sm i t h , d a u g h t e r o f
James Exum S um n e r , t o l d C h r i s t i n e S um n e r , “ o n e o f t h em m a r r i e d a
S t r a t t o n . " M a r y Bas s was t h e d a u g h t e r o f John Bass and h i s w i f e
Tem p e r a n c e S u m n e r , d a u g h t e r o f Duke W i l l i a m S um n e r and h i s w i f e
M a r y D r a k e . Tem p e r a n c e was b o r n 1 6 Sep t embe r 1842 and d i e d 2 3
November 1 8 9 9 . She ma r r i e d John B a s s 13 J a n u a r y 1 8 3 1 (DAR p a p e r s ) .
Duke W i l l i a m Sumner was b o r n 2 7 A p r i l 1 7 7 8 , d i e d 1 5 Ma y 1844 . H i s
w i f e , M a r y D r a ke was b o r n 27 November 1 779 and d i e d J u n e , 1 8 1 3 .
Duke W i l l i a m Sumner was named i n t he w i l l o f h i s f a t h e r , Joseph
S um n e r , o f Edgecomb C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a .

These tombstones a r e a l s o found a t S p r i n g h i l l :

M a r y D . S um n e r , c o n s o r t o f J . B . S umn e r and d a u g h t e r o f J o h n
and Tem p e r a n c e A . B a s s , D e c . 8 , 1 8 3 1 , Ma r ch 1 2 , 1858

John B. S um n e r , December 2 4 , 1 8 5 1 , J a n u a r y 1 0 , 1879

Mar tha J . W i l l i a m s , b o r n F e b r u a r y 1 6 , 1 8 1 6 , d i e d November 2 9 ,
1 8 5 9 , w i f e o f A l e x a n d e r

W i l l i a m H . W i l l i a m s , Ma r c h 1 6 , 1 8 6 1 , A p r i l 2 3 , 1897

W i l l i a m W i l l i a m s , Feb . 2 5 , 1 8 1 9 , Feb 1 2 , 1888

L i z z i e B . W i l l i a m s , A u g . 2 5 , 1 8 3 1 , A u g . 3 0 , 1918

I n t h e 1850 c e n s u s , Da v i d s on C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e , Jacob B a t t l e
S umn e r i s shown a s a g e 2 6 . H i s w i f e i s shown a s a g e 1 6 and l i v i n g
w i t h them was a c h i l d , S a r a h , a g e 6 . M a r y S um n e r was t o o y o u n g t o
have been t h i s c h i l d ' s mo t h e r s o i t ma y h a v e b e e n J a c o b ' s b y a n
e a r l i e r m a r r i a g e . James E x um Sumner s p e a k s o f S a r a h i n h i s l e t t e r s
t o K a t e d u r i n g t h e C i v i l Wa r and asks K a t e t o b r i n g h e r w i t h h e r t o
camp t o s e e h im . I n a n o t h e r l e t t e r h e s a y s h e d o e s n ' t know why
Sa r a h wou l d t r e a t h e r s o b a d l y . I t makes o n e wonder i f t h i s may



h a v e b e e n a d a u g h t e r o f J a m e s E x u m b y a n e a r l i e r m a r r i a g e . H e was

3 7 when h e a n d K a t e m a r r i e d a n d i n t h o s e d a y s t h e y u s u a l l y m a r r i e d
y o u n g e r . K a t e was o n l y 17 .

JAMES EXUM SUMNER S r . was b o r n 11 A u g u s t 1 8 2 5 i n D a v i d s o n
C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e , and d i e d i n J a c k s o n C o u n t y , A labama, 4 F e b r u a r y
1877 ( T h i s i s t h e d a t e o n h i s t o m b s t o n e . O t h e r r e c o r d s s a y
F e b r u a r y 2 1 and F e b r u a r y 2 2 ) . H e was o n l y 5 2 . H e m a r r i e d S a r a h
C a t h e r i n e " K a t e " P a r k s , d a u g h t e r o f W i l l i a m D u l a n e y and L u c i n d a
J a n e ( K i r b y ) P a r k s , in J a c k s o n C o u n t y , Alabama 12 November 1 8 6 2 .
K a t e was 2 0 y e a r s y o u n g e r t h e n h e was b e i n g b o r n 2 2 F e b r u a r y 1 8 4 5 ,
S c o t t s b o r o , Jackson C o u n t y , A labama, d i e d 1 7 J a n u a r y 1 9 3 5 , J a c k s o n
C o u n t y , A labama.

James E x u m S u m n e r seems t o h a v e b e e n a v e r y w e l l e d u c a t e d m a n .
A c c o r d i n g t o d e s c e n d a n t s h e s p o k e s e v e r a l f o r e i g n l a n g u a g e s
i n c l u d i n g F r e n c h and L a t i n . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e l a t e E d w a r d S u m n e r ,
s o n o f J a m e s Browder a n d D e l l a ( H a n c o c k ) S u m n e r , h e s t u d i e d a t
Cumber l and L a w Schoo l a t Lebanon , Te n n e s s e e . W a l t e r S u m n e r , s o n o f
J o s e p h John S u m n e r a n d I d e l l a H a y e s S u m n e r , t o l d m e t h a t h i s
Grandma K a t e t o l d h i m James Exum s t u d i e d l a w a t Lebanon . A f t e r t h e
C i v i l War h e t a u g h t s c h o o l f o r a w h i l e h e r e i n J a c k s o n C o u n t y b u t n o
r e c o r d has been found o f h i s p r a c t i c i n g l a w . I t i s p o s s i b l e h e
a t t e n d e d c o l l e g e at Cumberland b u t d i d n o t s t u d y law or i f he d i d
i n d e e d s t u d y l a w , h e must n o t have fi n i s h e d . F r o m t h e w o r d i n g o f
h i s l e t t e r s t o h i s w i f e d u r i n g t h e C i v i l War i t i s e v i d e n t t h a t h e
was a w e l l - e d u c a t e d m a n .

I t i s n o t known i f h e w a s a l r e a d y i n t h e C o n f e d e r a t e A r m y when
he m a r r i e d K a t e 13 November 1862 d u r i n g t h e C i v i l War or n o t b u t if
h e w a s n ' t i t was n o t l o n g b e f o r e h e j o i n e d . H e w a s e n g a g e d i n
s e v e r a l b a t t l e s and was encamped a t S h e l b y v i l l e , Te n n e s s e e , b e f o r e
h e was c a p t u r e d b y t h e U n i o n A r m y a n d s e n t n o r t h t o Camp C h a s e ,
O h i o , where h e was i m p r i s o n e d u n t i l t h e e n d o f t h e w a r .

T h a t l o n g h a r s h O h i o w i n t e r i n p r i s o n was i n d e s c r i b a b l e .
A c c o r d i n g t o a n a c c o u n t b y a man who s p e n t s u c h a w i n t e r t h e r e ,
s o m e o f t h e b a r r a c k s w e r e s t i l l u n fi n i s h e d and m a n y h a d n o r o o f s .
M a n y o f t h e p r i s o n e r s d i e d w i t h t y p h o i d w h i l e o t h e r s s t a r v e d o r
s i m p l y f r o z e t o d e a t h ( " T h r e e Hund red D a y s i n A Yankee P r i s o n " b y
John H . K i n g , M . D . , S u r g e o n , C o n f e d e r a t e S o l d i e r s H o m e , A t l a n t a ,
G e o r g i a ,  1 9 0 4 ) .

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e l a t e M r s . L o u ( S m i t h ) B a k e r , ( d a u g h t e r o f Ada
S u m n e r S m i t h ) , o f S c o t t s b o r o , when J a m e s was r e l e a s e d h e h a d t o
w a l k home. S h e s a i d i t t o o k h i m a l l s u m m e r , s l e e p i n g i n d i t c h e s o r
a n y w h e r e h e c o u l d fi n d s h e l t e r . H e was h a l f - s t a r v e d when h e
reached home a n d n e v e r f u l l y r e g a i n e d h i s h e a l t h . H e wen t t o
A r k a n s a s and s e t t l e d n e a r t h e r i v e r “where t h e Arkansas a n d W h i t e
r i v e r s m e t " a c c o r d i n g t o M r s . B a k e r . H i s b r o t h e r , Jacob B a t t l e
" J a k e " S u m n e r , a l s o s e t t l e d t h e r e b u t i t i s n o t known i f t h e y went
t o g e t h e r o r whether Jacob was a l r e a d y t h e r e . The p l a c e where t h e y



s e t t l e d was c a l l e d " S umne r ' s L a n d i n g . " (Emmet t S umn e r t o l d me h e

v i s i t e d t h i s p l a c e ) . James E x um and K a t e b u i l t a h ou se , o r c a b i n ,
o n t h e r i v e r b u t t h e mo s q u i t o e s we r e s o bad and t h e y h a d s o m a n y
c h i l l s t h e y moved back t o Jacob ' s p l a c e u n t i l w i n t e r .

L i f e i n A r kansas p r o v e d t o b e m i s e r a b l e f o r James a n d K a t e .
The r i v e r o v e r fl o w e d d e s t r o y i n g a l l t h e i r c r o p s and fl o o d e d t h e i r
home. Then K a t e c o n t r a c t e d c h o l e r a and e x c e p t f o r a m i r a c l e s h e
c o u l d have d i e d . When s h e had s u f fi c i e n t l y r e c o v e r e d she r e t u r n e d
t o Jackson C o u n t y t o t h e home o f h e r f a t h e r where she r ema i ned
u n t i l James c o u l d r a i s e enough money to g e t home and have e n o u g h
f o r them t o " g e t a s t a r t . " T h e i r second c h i l d , W i l l i a m B a t t l e , was
b o r n w h i l e h i s f a t h e r w a s s t i l l i n A r k an sa s . K a t e w r o t e h e r
husband t h a t t h e i r babe was o n e o f t h e mos t b e a u t i f u l c h i l d r e n she
had e v e r s e e n and t h a t t h e o l d e s t o n e (James Exum J r . ) was s u c h a
b r i g h t l i t t l e b o y .

H a v i n g l o s t a l l h i s c r o p s , James r e s o r t e d t o c u t t i n g wood,
s t a c k i n g i t on t h e banks o f t h e r i v e r and s e l l i n g i t t o s t eamboa t s
t h a t came b y . When h e fi n a l l y h a d enough money t o come home h e
s t o p p e d i n H u n t s v i l l e and b o u g h t f o o d and f u r n i t u r e . T h e y r e n t e d
a f a r m f r o m a r e l a t i v e and l i v e d t h e r e s t o f t h e i r l i v e s i n Jackson
C o u n t y , r e a r i n g a l a r g e f a m i l y he r e where many of t h e i r descendants
l i v e t o d a y .

A f t e r t h e dea t h o f James Exum S u m n e r , K a t e m a r r i e d John Wes l ey
Shook. She i s b u r i e d be tween them i n t h e o l d P a r k s C eme t e r y j u s t
o f f h i g hw a y 7 9 n e a r S c o t t s b o r o . J u s t b e f o r e she d i e d and b a r e l y
a b l e t o s p e a k , Ada S umn e r Sm i t h t o l d me "M r. Shook was a wonde r f u l
s t e p - f a t h e r . " M r . Shook was b o r n J u l y 3 1 , 1 8 3 4 , and d i e d Ma r ch 4 ,
1906 .

T h e i r c h i l d r e n we r e : ( f r o m B i b l e r e c o r d s i n p o s s e s s i o n o f M r s .
L e n a ( S m i t h ) Johnson , d a u g h t e r o f Ada (Sumner ) Sm i t h )

JAMES EXUM SUMNER J R . , b o r n 1 A p r i l 1 8 6 6 , m a r r i e d 25 November
1 8 6 6 , S u s a n M a r i a h Wood. H e d i e d 2 0 S e p t emb e r 1941 . (M o r e l a t e r ) .

WILLIAM BATTLE SUMNER, b o r n 17 November 1 8 6 7 , m a r r i e d 5 J u l y
1 8 9 6 , Ada Ma y S e l b y , b o r n 3 1 M a y 1 8 7 4 , d i e d 3 1 M a r c h 1 9 1 3 . She
d i e d and h e m a r r i e d F r a n c e s L ew i s , b o r n 1 9 O c t o b e r 1 8 8 1 . The n ame
B a t t l e has been handed down i n t h e Sumn e r f a m i l y f o r o v e r 250
y e a r s . F r o m o b i t u a r y o f W i l l i a m B a t t l e S um n e r , S r . :

" , . . s u r v i v e d b y O s c a r , D e l b e r t , S u p r e e , Emme t t , O l i v e r and W .
B . J r . , d a u g h t e r M r s . M e r e d i t h B ynum (Ad a ) and s i s t e r M r s . J e s s e
Sm i t h and d a u g h t e r I l l a .

E L I Z A TEMPERANCE SUMNER, b o r n 21 O c t o b e r 1 8 6 9 , m a r r i e d 25
November 1 8 7 7 , G r a n v i l l e " J o sh " C a r t e r . She d i e d 9 A p r i l 1 9 0 2 .
She w a s named Tem p e r a n c e f o r h e r g r a n dm o t h e r S um n e r . T h e i r
c h i l d r e n were :



Hugh L e e C a r t e r b o r n F e b r u a r y 1 9 , 1893

I d a Mae C a r t e r b o r n December 2 6 , 1 8 9 0 , m a r r i e d John Sw a f f o r d .
She d i e d A u g u s t 2 , 1 9 5 0 , i n A n n i s t o n . H e r d a u g h t e r s w e r e C l a r a
( M r s . C l a r e n c e Adams) , M r s . Raymond A l l i s o n , M r s . C . E . R o y fi e l d o f
A n n i s t o n , ( E l i s ? ) o f P o r t A r t h u r , Te x a s and Hugh o f A n n i s t o n .

M a t t i e K a t e C a r t e r b o r n November 2 9 , 1 8 8 8 , m a r r i e d C a r l Reed ,
d i e d i n i n s a n e a s y l um

Ada V i o l a C a r t e r b o r n November 1 7 , 1897
P a u l D . C a r t e r b o r n J u l y 2 9 , 1900
C a r r i e L o l a C a r t e r b o r n M a y 1 6 , 1899

SARAH PARKS SUMNER, b o r n 2 9 Sep t embe r 1 8 7 1 , m a r r i e d 1 0 A p r i l
1 892 J e f f e r s o n D a v i s Wa l l a c e . She d i e d 2 4 F e b r u a r y 1942 and i s
b u r i e d Cedar H i l l C e m e t e r y , S c o t t s b o r o , Jackson C o u n t y , A labama.
She was named f o r h e r m o t h e r .

ADA MARIAH SUMNER, b o r n 12 O c t o b e r 1 8 7 3 , m a r r i e d 9 J a n u a r y
1890 , J e s s e L e e Sm i t h , who w a s b o r n 3 0 O c t o b e r 1 8 6 8 . She d i e d 2 0
March 1 9 7 2 , S c o t t s b o r o , Alabama. A u n t Ada was l o v e d b y a l l who
knew h e r . I w i l l a l w a y s r e g r e t t h a t I d i d n o t g e t i n t e r e s t e d i n
t h e f a m i l y u n t i l she became t o o i l l t o t a l k t o me . I i n t e r v i e w e d
h e r j u s t b e f o r e she d i e d when she was w e l l i n t o h e r n i n e t i e s and
she t o l d m e t h a t S um n e r C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e , was named f o r “ o u r
f o l k s . " She a l s o remembered t h e L o v e f a m i l y and t h a t s h e had
v i s i t e d w i t h them. She was named f o r h e r A u n t M a r i a h . C h i l d r e n o f
Ada M a r i a h Sumner and J e s s e L e e Sm i t h w e r e : ( f r o m t h e B i b l e r e c o r d s
o f t h e i r d a u g h t e r , L e n a Sm i t h J o h n s o n ) :

E v a L o u Sm i t h was b o r n J u n e 4 , 1 8 9 1 ( s h e l i v e d w e l l i n t o h e r
90 s )

Nann i e Sm i t h was b o r n A u g u s t 23 1893
I n a K a t e Sm i t h was b o r n December 5, 1895
W i l l i e L e e Sm i t h was b o r n J a n u a r y 1 7
H a t t i e Sm i t h was b o r n December 1 9 , 1898
J . D . Sm i t h was b o r n J a n u a r y 5 , 1903
L e n a Sm i t h was b o r n J u n e 5 , 1906
James O d e l l Sm i t h was b o r n J u n e 2, 1917
A n n i e M a r i e Sm i t h was b o r n Ma y 2 1 , 1 9 2 1

JOSEPH JOHN SUMNER, b o r n 30 J u l y 1 8 7 5 , m a r r i e d R o s a I d e l l a
H a y e s , b o r n 1 0 O c t o b e r 1 8 8 1 , d i e d 1 9 O c t o b e r 1 9 4 4 , a t 1 : 2 0 a .m . H e
d i e d 1 9 December 1 9 4 3 , C h a t t a n o o g a , Te n n e s s e e , and i s b u r i e d i n t h e
o l d P a r k s C e m e t e r y . R o s a I d e l l a H a y e s was t h e d a u g h t e r o f J ames
and Ma r t h a P. H a y e s o f Jackson C o u n t y , A labama. T h e i r c h i l d r e n
we r e ( f r o m t h e B i b l e r e c o r d o f t h e i r d a u g h t e r , M a r y N e l l S um n e r
H o l d e r - n o t i n o r d e r o f t h e i r b i r t h ) :

J e f f S um n e r b o r n O c t o b e r 1 5 , 1913
Mo s e s E x um S umn e r b o r n A u g u s t 1 5 , 1908
John W i l l i a m , b o r n J u l y 7 , 1903



Wa l t e r Thomas b o r n Ma r c h 1 9

M a t t i e I r e n e b o r n F e b r u a r y 1 4 , 1 9 06 m a r r i e d R o y C . T a y l o r and
had two c h i l d r e n , one o f w h i c h was J e r r y o f L o u i s v i l l e , K e n t u c k y .

M a r y N e l l , b o r n J u n e 5 , 1924, m a r r i e d R i c h a r d H o l d e r and had
R i c h a r d , M i c k e y and Emmett L a r r y

S a l l i e , b o r n F e b r u a r y 2 8 , 1 901 , m a r r i e d C l y d e H o l l i s , s o n o f
W i l l i a m M . H o l l i s

Hugh , c a l l e d " J a d a " m a r r i e d Veda Maud Thompson and had o n e
s o n , Hugh J r . who m a r r i e d J o a n K e a s l i n g and had a s o n B r e t t

The b i b l e r e c o r d o f James E x um Sumn e r J r . was f u r n i s h e d t o m e
b y V i r g i n i a ( A n d e r s o n ) K e e b l e , d a u g h t e r o f P e a r l (Sumner ) A n d e r s o n ,
d a u g h t e r o f James Exum Sumn e r J r .

JAMES EXUM SUMNER JR . was b o r n A p r i l 1 , 1 8 6 6 , H e m a r r i e d
November 2 5 , 1 8 8 6 , S u s a n M a r i a h Wood, b o r n J a n u a r y 2 8 , 1 8 6 1 . She
was t h e d a u g h t e r o f Thomas Browder Wood. Woods C o v e i n Jackson
C o u n t y was named f o r t h i s f a m i l y . See t h em l a t e r .

J ames Exum Sumner J r . was i n t h e r o a d - b u i l d i n g b u s i n e s s and
was s a i d t o have been a v e r y g o o d and s u c c e s s f u l b u s i n e s s man . H e
worked on many o f t h e e a r l y r o a d s i n Jackson C o u n t y a l o n g w i t h h i s
son W i l l i a m Pa r k s Sumner and h i s g r a n d s o n L e s t e r Ande r son . H i s
nickname was "E c . " He d i e d Sep tembe r 2 0 , 1 9 4 0 , and h i s w i f e d i e d
F e b r u a r y 2 6 , 1945.

C h i l d r e n o f James Exum S umn e r J r . and S u s a n M a r i a h Wood we re :

A n n i e Pea r l Sumner was b o r n A u g u s t 2 5 , 1887 and d i e d December
1 1 , 1955 . She m a r r i e d A r t h u r B o y d Ande rson M a y 5 , 1907

James B rowde r Sumne r was b o r n Oc tobe r 9 , 1888 and d i e d A u g u s t
6 , 1 9 6 3 . H e m a r r i e d D e l l a L o u Hancock Ma r ch 1 2 , 1918

Nann i e K a t e Sumner was b o r n J u l y 1 1 , 1 8 9 0 , and d i e d June 1 2 ,
1 9 5 4 . She m a r r i e d L aw r e n c e Be a r d November 2 4 , 1934

J u l i a S t e l l a S um n e r was b o r n A u g u s t 1 2 , 1 8 9 2 , n e v e r m a r r i e d

W i l l i a m Pa r k s S um n e r was b o r n J u l y 2 3 , 1 894 a n d d i e d A p r i l 2 3 ,
1 9 2 9 . H e m a r r i e d F a y e B e a t r i c e Thompson A u g u s t 5 , 1928

Hugh F e l i x S um n e r w a s b o r n O c t o b e r 1 9 , 1 8 9 6 , m a r r i e d S a r a h
J a n e D a v i s O c t o b e r 3 , 1920

B o y d Exum S umn e r was b o r n M a y 2 9 , 1898 and d i e d 1 9 3 9 .
He m a r r i e d M a r y R u t h B e a r d November 1 7 , 1 9 2 3 .

Wa l l a c e Wood S umn e r w a s b o r n J u n e 2 3 , 1 900 and d i e d J u n e 1 8 ,



BOYD ANDERSON B I B L E RECORD

T h i s B i b l e r e c o r d w a s f u r n i s h e d b y V i r g i n i a ( A n d e r s o n ) K e e b l e ,
d a u g h t e r o f P e a r l ( Sumne r ) Ande r son .

A r t h u r Boyd Ande rson was b o r n Ma y 5 , 1885 and d i e d J a n u a r y 6 ,
1919

A n n i e P e a r l S umn e r was b o r n A u g u s t 2 5 , 1 8 8 7 , d i e d December 1 1 ,
1955 , b u r i e d Cedar H i l l C e m e t e r y , S c o t t s b o r o , Alabama

A r t h u r B o y d Ande r son ( f a t h e r o f A r t h u r Boyd Ande r son J r . ) was
b o r n 1854 and d i e d 1928

L a u r a B a r c l a y Ande rson (mo t h e r o f A r t h u r B o y d Ande rson J r ) was
b o r n 1857 and d i e d 1922

C h i l d r e n o f A r t h u r B o y d Ande rson a n d A n n i e P e a r l S u m n e r :

V i r g i n i a G a r r i s o n Ande rson b o r n F e b r u a r y 2 6 , 1 9 0 8 , m a r r i e d t o
Hugh Keeb l e Ma r ch 1 6 , 1 9 2 9 , n o c h i l d r e n .

L e s t e r Boyd Anderson b o r n June 1 4 , 1910 , m a r r i e d E u l a G l a d y s
Chand le r S e p t embe r 2 5 , 1 9 3 7 , n o c h i l d r e n .

WILLIAM PARKS SUMNER SR.

W i l l i a m Pa r k s S umn e r S r . and F a y e B e a t r i c e Thompson, d a u g h t e r
of John L o o n e y Thompson and C a r r i e ( K e e b l e ) Thompson, w e r e m a r r i e d
in Jackson C o u n t y , A labama, 5 A u g u s t 1 9 2 8 . " W i l l " w a s k i l l e d in a
t r u c k a c c i d e n t o n 2 3 A p r i l 1 9 2 9 . H e and h i s f a t h e r were p r i m a r y
r o a d b u i l d e r s i n Jackson C o u n t y . H e was k i l l e d o n a c u r v e b y t h e
o l d f a i r g r o u n d s n e a r t h e p r e s e n t Sande r s V e t e r i n a r y C l i n i c . W i l l
w a s a Wo r l d War I v e t e r a n . H e was b u r i e d a t t h e o l d Pa r k s C eme t e r y
b u t some y e a r s a g e F a y e h a d h i m r e i n t e r r e d a t Cedar H i l l C e m e t e r y ,
S c o t t s b o r o , Alabama.

W i l l i a m Pa r k s S um n e r J r . w a s b o r n 7 A u g u s t 1 9 2 9 , f o u r mon ths
a f t e r h i s f a t h e r ' s d e a t h . H e ma r r i e d o n 1 6 J u l y 1 9 6 0 , C h r i s t i n e
P a r a d i s e , d a u g h t e r o f J e s s e and A lma ( L i n d s a y ) P a r a d i s e , b o r n 5
A p r i l 1 9 3 4 .

T h e i r d a u g h t e r , A n n E l i z a b e t h , was b o r n 2 3 A u g u s t 1 9 6 4 ,
w e ‐ ‐ n t a r r i e d R o b e r t B u r n s Shook I I , 1 0 Sep tember 1988 . She i s a s t u d e n tOrfat a t Cumber l and Schoo l o f L a w , B i r m i n g h am , A labama, 1 9 9 2 . T h i s i s

t h e same s c h o o l h e r g r e a t , g r e a t g r a n d f a t h e r , James Exum S umn e r i s
s a i d t o h a v e a t t e n d e d b e f o r e i t was moved t o B i rm i n g h am .

T h e i r s o n , John W i l l i a m S u m n e r , b o r n 6 J a n u a r y 1 9 6 7 , i s a
F i n a n c e m a j o r a t J a c k s o n v i l l e S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y , J a c k s o n v i l l e ,
A labama, 1 9 9 2 .



HUGH FE L I X SUMNER

T h i s B i b l e r e c o r d f u r n i s h e d b y t h e i r d a u g h t e r , Rub y Sumner
C o p e

Hugh F e l i x S umn e r was b o r n O c t o b e r 1 9 , 1 8 9 6

Sarah J a n e Da v i s was b o r n June 1, 1900

Hugh F e l i x Sumner and Sa r a h J a n e D a v i s w e r e m a r r i e d O c t o b e r 3 ,
1920

S a r a h J a n e D a v i s S um n e r d i e d J u n e 2 , 1968

T h e i r d a u g h t e r , R u b y Sumner was b o r n A u g u s t 5 , 1926

T h e i r s o n , R o b e r t S um n e r was born.

Ruby Sumner ma r r i e d F r e d Thomas Co p e J r . b o r n December 1 6 ,
1 9 2 1 . They m a r r i e d A p r i l 2 7 , 1946

C h i l d r e n o f Ruby and F r ed C o p e :

P a t r i c i a E i l e e n b o r n Ma r c h 1 4 , 1 9 4 8 , m a r r i e d G e o r g e Wa r r e n
H e r r i n g O c t o b e r 2 0 , 1 9 6 7 , and had M i c he l e L e a , b o r n Ma r ch 2 3 , 1968

P a u l e t t e J a n e b o r n A u g u s t 2 5 , 1950
Thomas Hu g h b o r n Ma r ch 2 2 , 1959

Thomas C o p e S r . was b o r n F e b r u a r y 8 , 1 9 0 1 and d i e d November
3 0 , 1963 . H i s w i f e , P a u l i n e H a l l C o p e was b o r n A u g u s t 2 1 , 1900

R o b e r t S um n e r , s o n o f Hugh F e l i x and Sa r a h J a n e , m a r r i e d
F r a n c e s C a r g i l e i n S i o u x F a l l s , S o u t h Dako t a i n 1 9 4 5 . They h ad a
s o n , James No l a n S umn e r b o r n F e b r u a r y 1 1 , 1954. F r a n c e s was t h e
d a u g h t e r o f James A . C a r g i l e , b o r n Sep tembe r 2 6 , 1 8 9 6 , d i e d J a n u a r y
7 , 1 9 5 8 , and h i s w i f e d Ada L . C a r g i l e .

E x c e r p t f r o m a l e t t e r t o C h r i s t i n e S um n e r f r o m Ruby C o p e :

"Dad s a i d h i s g r a n d f a t h e r ' s name was Browder Wood. D o c Hugh
F. Swaim's mother was a s i s t e r t o Grandmo the r S u m n e r . H i s two
d a u g h t e r s w e r e V e s t a Hembree and E s t e l l P o r t e r . J u l i e Law A l l e n
( M r s . W a l t e r ) and E rm i e Law a r e b r o t h e r and s i s t e r and we r e d i s t a n t
r e l a t i v e s to Grandmo the r S u m n e r . Dad knows o f a J o e R e l e f o r d
(Ru t he r f o r d -CPS ) b u t d i d n ' t know i f t h e y w e r e r e l a t e d .

" E l i z a H a c kw o r t h ' s m o t h e r wa s a fi r s t c o u s i n t o G r a n d f a t h e r
S umne r . Judge John S n o d g r a s s ' s mother was a fi r s t c o u s i n , t o o .
B i l l P a y n e ' s mo t h e r was a fi r s t c o u s i n a l s o . I d o n ' t know i f a n y
o f t h e s e t h r e e p e r s o n s a r e b r o t h e r and s i s t e r . E l i z a Hackwo r t h i s
t h e o n l y o n e l i v i n g ( t h i s l e t t e r was w r i t t e n 1 5 F e b r u a r y 1 9 6 9 )



N o t e b y C h r i s t i n e S um n e r : I remember U n c l e H u g h and A u n t

J a n i e v e r y w e l l . I was v e r y f o n d o f b o t h o f t hem. T h e y w e r e k i n d
and f r i e n d l y and a l w a y s s o n i c e t o m e . U n c l e Hugh was a n a v i d
g o l f e r and p l a y e d u n t i l h i s h e a l t h wou l d p e r m i t i t n o m o r e . I ' l l
a l w a y s remember them f o n d l y t h o u g h I was y o u n g and w o r k i n g when
t h e y l i v e d n e a r u s and I n e v e r g o t t o spend much t i m e w i t h them.

JAMES BROWDER SUMNER BIBLE RECORD

Co p i e d f r om t h e o r i g i n a l i n p o s s e s s i o n o f D e l l a (Hancoc k )
S umn e r b y C h r i s t i n e S u m n e r , J u n e 2 6 , 1 9 6 8 .

James B rowde r S u m n e r , a g e 26 and D e l l a Hancock , a g e 20 w e r e
m a r r i e d Ma r ch 1 2 , 1 9 1 6 , b y C . W . S h i p p i n S c o t t b o r o , Alabama

James B rowde r " J im " S umn e r was b o r n Oc tobe r 9 , 1888 and d i e d
A u g u s t 6 , 1 9 6 9

D e l l a Hancock S um n e r was b o r n M a y 2 8 , 1896
C h a r l e s Edward S um n e r was b o r n November 2 0 , 1920
M a r y K a t h e r i n e S umn e r was b o r n J u n e 2 9 , 1923
Cha r l e s E . S umn e r and J e a n e t t e S p e n c e w e r e m a r r i e d J u n e 2 8 ,

1948
M a r y K a t h e r i n e Sumner m a r r i e d J e s s e James DeLoch Sep tember 1 5 ,

1945
James B rowde r Sumner was a s o l d i e r i n WWI, s e r i a l n o . 4 2 9 5 9 5 1 ,

P r i v a t e , B a t t e r y E , 1 3 8 t h , The U . S . A r m y ; d i s c h a r g e d a t Camp
Z a c h a r y Ta y l o r , K e n t u c k y , J a n u a r y 8 , 1 9 1 9 ; e n l i s t e d a t a g e 2 9 , b l u e
e y e s , b r own h a i r , r u d d y c omp l e x i o n , 5 ' 11 " t a l l , f a rm e r . I n d u c t e d
A u g u s t 7 , 1918 . F o r e i g n S e r v i c e O c t o b e r , 1918 t o December 2 1 ,
1918 .

O b i t u a r y o f S a r a h Ca t h e r i n e Pa r k s S umn e r Shook

MRS . KATE SHOOK PASSES AWAY

A s t h e S e n t i n e l g o e s t o p r e s s a t n o o n T h u r s d a y wo rd comes o f
t h e d e a t h o f M r s . K a t e S um n e r S h o o k , o n e o f t h e o l d e s t and b e s t
known women o f Jackson C o u n t y . She d i e d a t t h e home o f h e r s o n
W i l l B . S umn e r i n S c o t t s b o r o , where she had been v e r y i l l f o r m a n y
mon t h s . She wou l d have been 9 0 y e a r s o l d o n F e b r u a r y 2 2 and
p r o b a b l y l e a v e s t h e l a r g e s t c o n g r e g a t i o n o f descendan t s o f a n y
Jackson C o u n t y woman. S u i t a b l e o b i t u a r y t o "Aunt K a t e " w i l l a p p e a r
n e x t week.

The e d i t o r o f t h i s p a p e r c o n s i d e r e d h e r o n e o f h i s b e s t
f r i e n d s and s u p p o r t e r s and she t o l d h i m n o l a t e r t h a n Monday n i g h t
t h a t s h e “wan ted t o g o " because she had s u f f e r e d s o much a n d was
r e a d y f o r t h e M a s t e r t o c a l l h e r home.



The f u n e r a l w i l l t a k e p l a c e F r i d a y a f t e r n o o n a t 2 : 3 0 a t t h e

Parks C e m e t e r y .

O b i t u a r y o f James E x um S umn e r J r .

EXUM SUMNER PASSES AWAY

Exum S um n e r , a g e 7 4 y e a r s , p a s sed awa y a t h i s home t h r e e m i l e s
s o u t h o f S c o t t s b o r o e a r l y l a s t F r i d a y m o r n i n g , Sep tember 2 0 , 1 9 4 0 ,
a f t e r a n i l l n e s s t h a t s t r e t c h e d o v e r a p e r i o d o f y e a r s . The
f u n e r a l was h e l d S a t u r d a y a f t e r n o o n a t t h e Pa r k s c em e t e r y o n t h e
s i d e of t h e r i d g e in s i g h t o f M r . Sumner 's home, w i t h R e v . J . A.
B e n t l e y , p a s t o r o f t h e S c o t t s b o r o M e t h o d i s t c h u r c h p r e a c h i n g and
b u r i a l was i n c h a r g e o f S c o t t s b o r o F u n e r a l Home . Nephews o f t h e
deceased a c t e d a s p a l l b e a r e r s .

M r . S um n e r l e a v e s t o m o u r n h i s p a s s i n g h i s w i d o w, t h r e e
d a u g h t e r s , M r s . J . L . B e a r d , M i s s J u l i a S um n e r , M r s . Boyd Ande rson
and two s o n s , J i m and Hugh S um n e r , a l l o f S c o t t s b o r o c ommu n i t y . H e
a l s o leaves two s i s t e r s , M r s . S a l l i e Wa l l ace and M r s . Ada Sm i t h and
one b r o t h e r , John J . Sumner a l s o o f t h i s c ommu n i t y .

The deceased had s p e n t mos t of h i s l i f e f a r m i n g , b u t was an
e x p e r t p i k e r oad b u i l d e r and f o r m a n y y e a r s d u r i n g r o a d b u i l d i n g
p e r i o d s h e was i n c h a r g e o f t h i s wo rk o v e r t h i s c o u n t y . H e was a
man who worked h a r d and l i v e d an hones t l i f e , devo ted to h i s f a m i l y
and s h o u l d e r i n g h i s b u r d en s w i t h o u t c o m p l a i n t . H i s f a m i l y
p i o n e e r e d t h i s a r e a and h e l p e d c a r v e homesteads o u t o f w i l d e r n e s s .
H i s own l i f e f o l l o w e d t h a t p a t t e r n o f s i m p l e l i v i n g and a l w a y s
b e i n g m i n d f u l o f one ' s fi r s t o b l i g a t i o n s i n e v e r y s e n s e . E xum
S um n e r , a l t h o u g h h a v i n g a g r u f f v o i c e , was a man o f much w i t and
humor a n d k i n d n e s s t o t h o s e who knew h i m v a l u e d h i s f r i e n d s h i p t o
t h e h i g h e s t d e g r e e . H e l i v e d a l o n g and u s e f u l l i f e and t h e t e a r s
i n t h e e y e s o f s o ma n y k i n and n e i g h b o r s a t t h e g r a v e s i d e bespoke
more t h a n a n y w r i t t e n words j u s t how much h e was va l ued i n t h i s
l i f e .

R e f e r e n c e s f o r d a t a o n t h e S umn e r a n d , l a t e r , t h e D r a k e F a m i l y a r e :

" I n de x to Ha thaway ' s R e g i s t e r , The L o s t T r i b e s o f N o r t h C a r o l i n a ,
P a r t I , " C o m p i l e d a n d E d i t e d b y W o r t h S . R a y , G e n e a l o g i c a l
P u b l i s h i n g C o m p a n y , B a l t i m o r e , 1 9 7 1 .

“ E a r l y M a r r i a g e s o f Nash C o u n t y , N o r t h C a r o l i n a , " R u t h Sm i t h
W i l l i ams & M a r g a r e t t e G lenn G r i f fi n , p u b l i s h e d b y J o s e p h W . Wa t s o n ,
1 9 6 8 .

" A b s t r a c t s o f N o r t h C a r o l i n a W i l l s , " C o m p i l e d f r o m t h e O r i g i n a l



and Reco rded W i l l s i n t h e O f fi c e o f S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e o f J . B r y a n

G r im e s , S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e , P u b l i s h e d R a l e i g h , N o r t h C a r o l i n a b y E .
M . U z z e l l & C o . , S t a t e P r i n t e r s & B i n d e r s , 1 9 1 0 .

" A b s t r a c t s o f De e d s , Edgecomb P r e c i n c t , Edgecomb C o u n t y , N o r t h
C a r o l i n a , 1 7 3 2 - 1 7 5 8 . Deed Books 1 , 2 , 3 , 4 , 5 , 6 . " M a r g a r e t F.
Hofmann, 1 9 6 9 .
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Photos: Records:

12 87
Born in Edgecombe,Edgecombe,North Carolina, USA on 1765 to Joseph Sumner andAnna Duke. John
Sumner married Mary Ann Murphree and had 6children. Hepassed away on 04Apr 1797 in EdgecombeCo, NC.

John Sumner family tree
Parents Spouse(s)

| Joseph Sumner | | Mary Ann Murphree
| | 1734-1783 } 1770-1842

| Snnabuke Children

l | 1740-1783 | | Catherine Sumner
L | U n k n o w n- Unknown

| | DanielRSumner
| 1790 - 1835,

| | Nancy Sumner
| | Unknown - Unknown

| EdwinSumner
| 1782 - 1837

| Elizabeth (Betsy) Rivers
L 1814 - 1879

Wrong John Sumner? See other search results for John Sumner

Search for your family members
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DAR#193125

Application of NinaBass StrattonFoster
Wife of Edgar M. Foster

Gallatin Road

+ashville, Tennessee

October 13, 1924

General James RobertsonChapter

DARAPPLICATIONOFNina Bass Stratton

SUMNER LINE

DAR# 193125

DIRECT LINE FROMJoseph Sumner, b. Virginia in 1748 and died in Edgecomb
County, North Carolina in April 1795
1,Nina Bass Straton Foster, being the age of eighteen yhears and upwards hereby
apply for membership in the Society by right of lineal descent in the following line
from Joseph Sumner, who wasborn in Virginia on the __ of_ca 1748anddied in
EdgecombCounty N.C. on the __day__1795. His place of residence during the
Revolutionwas EdgecombCounty, N. C.

I amthe daughter of Mosely T. Stratton, born Aug 17, 1845 and died July 14, 1910
and his wife Laura Sumner, bornMar (Nov?) diedMarch(?) 22, 1892,married
May 15, 1874

2. The said Laura Sumner was the daughter of Jacob Sumner, born June__1822
and died January 28, 1872 and his wife Mary Bass



The said Temperance Sumner was the daughter of DukeW. Sumner, bornApril

27, 1778,diedMay 15, 1844 and his wife Mary Drake,bornNov 27, 1779,died
June, 1813,married 1799

The said DukeW. Sumner was the son of Joseph Sumner, born about 1748,died
April, 1795 and his wife Martha Phillips,born died after her husband.
Married 1777

The said Martha Philips was the daughter of Joseph Phillips andhis wife Sarah
Exum.

The said SarahExumwas the daughter of John Exum

The said Joseph Sumner is the ancestor who assisted in establishingAmerican
Independencewhile acting in the capacity of soldier in NorthCarolina militia.

Joseph Sumner rendered active service during the Revolutionary War asa soldier
in the militia of EdgecombCounty, NorthCarolina, asshown in the NorthCarolina
army accounts now in the Department of Archives, Hall of History,RaleighN.C.,
col. 9, p. 30, folio 1. (Specie?) certificate delivered to Treasurer’s Office and
charged pursuant to anAct of the General Assembly, December 1789.

February 1, 1782

Give below references, by volume and page, to the documentary or other
authorities upon which you found your record.

North Carolina Revolutionary Army Accounts, vol. 5, p. 62, folio 2
Report of Auditors of Wilmington District,March 1784,April 1785,No. 3618,
vol. 9, p.30, folio 1; vol 6, p 764, folio 2; vol 9, p. 30, folio 1; vol 10,p 108, folio
3

Family Bible Records

Will of Joseph Sumner, Wills ofEdgecombCo., NC,Book 2, pp 92-95 (1810)

My Revolultionary Ancestor was married to MarthaP hillips atEdgecomb Co. NC
1777

Their children were:



DukeWilliam Sumner, b. April 27, 1778,who marriedMary Drake

Tobias

Jospeh

ExumP. (married Temperance Drake, sister to Mary)

Jacob

Sarah

SignedNina Bass Stratton Foster,

Nashville, Tennessee, 2 Oct A.D. 1924
“This application made out by PenelopeJohnson Allen, State Historian,DAR


